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Getting ready
for September –
School Uniform
Our school uniform provider
is Crossbow Schoolwear.
Please ensure you purchase any
items required in plenty of time
before the start of term:
31 Broadway Market
London, E8 4PH
Numeracy
Competition
Tel:
020 7923 9313
Fax: 020 7923 9314

At the end of last term, over

Website:
40 students entered the schoolwww.haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
wide Numeracy Competition.
admissions/school-uniform/
Their multiplication and problem
solving skills were impressive – it
was tough to pick the winners! Huge
congratulations to Fadilah Seedat,
Yordanos Asfaw and Harry James.
Ms Kol,31
Maths
Teacher and Lead
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Faculty
End of Spring termof Teaching
and Learning
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Start of Summer term
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Dates
Monday
29 May
–
Friday
2
June
Year 9 parents’
Summer
Half evening
term
and options
Thursday
26th April 2018
Friday
21 July
End of Summer term

Year 10

Parents Evening
Thursday 3rd May 2018

Year 11

GCSE Exams Start
Thursday 8th May 2018
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Maths News
UK Mathematics Trust Intermediate Maths Challenge
This term, 167 Haggerston School mathematicians (including 20 Year 8s!) were entered into the
UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge, an annual challenge aimed at Year 9 and Year 10 students.
By taking the mathematical concepts that students learn on the school curriculum and applying them to unfamiliar
contexts, the Maths Challenge encourages students to think flexibly and helps them to develop their problem
solving and mathematical thinking skills. We hope that taking part in the Maths Challenge is a stimulating and
rewarding experience for all students.
Below is a sample of the questions from this year’s challenge:

To recognise the highest performers in the Challenge,
To recognise the highest performers in the Challenge, the top-scoring 40% of participants are awarded Bronze,
Silver and Gold certificates in the ratio 3:2:1.Those who receive a certificate are probably within the top 10% of
students nationally!
This year 24 of our students were awarded a prize. They are:

BRONZE

GOLD
Cian Wharton

82

SILVER
Alice Willett

69

Rebecca Ffouhy

63

Luke Portchmouth

63

Marlowe Chan reeves

61

Mert Zeytun

61

William Dunn

61

Ebenezer Kyeremeh Williams 58

Faye Winter-Hart

51

Chloe Tran

57

Aaliyah Seedat

51

Kate Elliott

55

Loki Godebski

50

Oscar Bohm

55

Alejandr Rodriguez

50

Hannah Fouha

55

Daniel Tran

50

Azam Bham

52

Paul Mai

50

Uzair Mulla

52

Victor Lancaster

50

Mahmud Haji

52

Madeline Lallaway

50

Bella Khan

51

Additionally, the very highest performers are invited to take part in one of two second round competitions –
the Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad (around 1500 students nationally) and the Intermediate Kangaroo
(around 8000 students nationally). This year Cian Wharton scored high enough to be invited to the Intermediate
Kangaroo! Congratulations to Cian and to all our prize winners!
The next UKMT Maths Challenge will be the Junior Maths Challenge aimed at Year 7 and Year 8 students. This
will be held on Thursday 26th April 2018. Please speak to your teacher or the maths department for more details!
Mr San, Maths Teacher and Lead Practitioner, Faculty of Teaching and Learning
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Maths News

What number should replace the “?”
The “7” at the end is NOT a mistake.

There’s no possible way!
Does you ruler always work?
Start at city T on the south pole. Travelling
along the canals, visiting each city only once
and returning to the start, can you spell out a
sentence in English?
When this puzzle appeared in a magazine, more than
50,000 readers reported that “there is no possible way”!

Year 10 Maths Feast Trip
Four of our best Mathematicians joined
together to form a formidable team at
London’s annual Maths Feast in February.
Big congratulations to Ebenezer, Cian,
Chloe and Alice for scoring so highly in
all rounds! They got to experience some
seriously challenging and often unusual
maths. The event is run nationwide by the
Further Mathematics Support Programme
and aims to inspire students to take
A-levels in Maths and Further Maths, two
courses we see great success with at
Haggerston.
Mr Smith, Maths Teacher, Maths Faculty

“My trip for the further maths programme competition was very successful. It was my first
maths competition and it was better than I though. Although it was intense, we all enjoyed
the challenge. We worked well together as a team and contributed very well to all rounds.”
Chloe Tran, 10P
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Choir
This term we have been singing
jazz and gospel songs that are
very upbeat and fun.
One of the songs, called ‘Deed I Do’ by
Fred Rose and Walter Hirsch, is inspired
by the Swinging 20s, while another
called ‘People Get Ready’ is a 60s
gospel rock ballad by Curtis Mayfield.
Another development this term is
that Mr Gregory have been providing
us with the music notations with the
lyrics so that we can develop our music
reading skills.
Shannon Gradley, 8S

Creative Writing Club
The Creative Writers have been flexing their imaginative muscles this term through investigating a variety
of genres and narrative forms – from exploring the interplay between word and image in comic strips, to
writing gothic mini-sagas inspired by a collection of weird and wonderful objects!
A handful of our most dedicated writers were also invited to attend a lunch in the library with visiting author, Tony Lee;
this provided them with an opportunity to hear about a range of careers involving writing, from screenplays to children’s
books, and to ask for tips from a professional.

Excerpt from untitled novel in
progress

Nothing felt right that day. Howls in my
head. Howls of darkness. My heart was in
a coma, hardly beating at all. Forcing the
memories out of my head, walls of shade,
forts of darkness.
Even with my friends I felt lost in my mind
– a black hole sucking me into infinite loss
and confusion.

21st January, 1941 Krzesiński, Poland

During the rest of the day it rained
heavily, which meant I was stuck in
that tent, bored. The day went slowly,
slower even, due to the suspense we
endured of what was to come.

Zaida Hughes (7Y)
and Ella Walsh Biderman (7Y)

At night, Hank, Thomas, Dexter and I
were all wide-eyed like owls with our
lanterns hanging above us burning our
eyes. Those uncomfortable boxes kept
us awake for so long. Cigarettes and
snack filled the floor. We each handed
out chocolates and told our stories.

Ms Piercy, English Teacher,
English Faculty

Jake Woonton (9S)
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KS5 Trip to RSC Hamlet at
Hackney Empire
“Words, word, words!” This half term, Year 12 and
13 English Literature A Level students made the
trip to Hackney Empire to watch Shakespeare’s
searing story of murder and revenge, Hamlet.
From the beginning, the production was highly
charged with suspicion and the anxiety that something
was indeed “rotten in the state of Denmark”. Paapa
Essieudu’s portrayal of Hamlet was gripping; his satirical
tone throughout conveyed his anguish at having to
fulfil the role of the merciless avenger. The complexity
of the character’s feelings and the debate over the
his genuine or feigned madness were explored in
the anarchic set design of the “mouse trap” through
huge paintings which hung from the roof as bright and
frightening oracles. One of the most interesting aspects
of the performance was the presentation of the female
characters. Ophelia in particular, defying tradition, was
feisty, warm and assertive; as an audience, we trusted
that her decline into madness was a result of grief rather
than an absence of male authority.
Ms Jones, KS5 Coordinator, English
Faculty

5
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Holocaust Memorial Day
As part of our on-going dedication to Holocaust
education at Haggerston School, Sixth Formers along
with Year 10 students were involved in Holocaust
memorials around London this term.
As part of their participation in this years “lessons from
Auschwitz” project Sixth formers, Anisah Yasmin and Hafsa
Begum were invited to attend the London Assembly’s
Holocaust memorial in central London where guest speakers
included holocaust survivor Manfred Goldberg and Mayor
of London, Sadiq Khan. Haggerston Students were also
involved in the Holocaust memorial at Hackney Town Hall
where year 10 students Teon Collins-Durrant and Frida Breza
read words of testimony in front of an audience of local
religious and political leaders. The students were praised for
their composure and the consideration of their words in what
was a very moving event.

Mr Harvey, Head of RE,
Humanities Faculty

Fairtrade Fortnight
Another successful Fairtrade Fortnight
was led by the Geography Department.
Students participated in sampling
Fairtrade products, producing
promotional posters and entering a quiz
to win a Fairtrade Easter Egg.
Mr Tranter and Miss Colder are happy to
announce that Gabriel De Gama of 9 Blue gave
the correct answer to how many countries sell
Fairtrade products so congratulations go out to
him. We hope you enjoy the treat!

Mr Tranter, Head of
Geography, Humanities
Faculty
6

“Before” picture of Garden Project outside G Block – we look
forward to seeing its transformation in the Summer Term!

Environment Club
Environment Club discusses important
environmental issues throughout the world
today.
Our target is to improve the environment of our
school and local community by making it more
sustainable. This term we took on the challenge of
making a fruit and vegetable garden using recyclable
containers. Also we will be creating a bee-friendly
garden. Bees are important to us because they help
all the plants grow in the world – if the bees die, the
human race could die!

Art Club

Dyani, Year 7, commented that the experience “has
been very friendly, fun, involving and cooperative. We
are going to be planting fruit and vegetables as well
as flowers soon.”

This term, the Art Club members from Year 7, 8 and
9 have been working on drawing self-portraits from
direct observation (looking in the mirror) using oil
pastels on black canvases.

Tony Kwame Blair Amankwah, 8O Environment
Club is run by Ms McGinnes and Ms Blanchard

This challenging project, inspired by Andy Warhol’s
screen-prints, has provided the opportunity for the pupils
to express how they perceived themselves.

KS5 Lecture on A Doll’s House

Ms Peryer, Art Teacher, Expressive Arts Faculty

This half term, Haggerston’s KS5 English
Literature enrichment programme continued
with a lecture from Dr Ruth Livesey of Royal
Holloway University on Ibsen’s A Doll’s House.
Haggerston students were joined by a number of
sixth form students from across Hackney to share in
Dr Livesey’s insightful and probing overview of the
play. This included consideration of Ibsen’s influencesparticularly the significance of Norway’s declaration
of independence. We are looking forward to our
next lecture by Dr Rehana Ahmed of Queen Mary
University on The Reluctant Fundamentalist and Post9/11 fiction.
Miss Jones, KS5 English Coordinator,
English Faculty

7
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Rasan Pollock (8G) winning the Petchey Award at ReachOut

ReachOut Academy
The ReachOut Academy is a weekly mentoring
project that helps young people to develop
numeracy and literacy skills, as well as
confidence and positive character strengths.
Each young person has their own mentor with whom
they work one-to-one on numeracy and literacy
exercises or homework. This is followed by one hour
of football training with professional football coaches.
These activities are designed to help develop the
four character strengths of Fairness, Self-Control,
Staying Power and Good Judgement.
Mason Buck described what these characteristics
mean to him:
“Fairness – when someone is talking, respect them
and show them what you expect them to show you;
staying power – when you don’t understand, don’t
give up, carry on until you can do it; self-control –
if someone is annoying you, don’t react – be the
bigger person and tell a teacher or a family member.
For me, ReachOut is a fun place where you do one
hour of English or Math, and one hour of football. I
really enjoy it and it is good for my education”.
Mason Buck 8S

“What I enjoy about Reach Out is when we are with
our mentors working on our booklets, for example,
we had to write a news report about the murder of
a young boy that was committed down at Rickey
Hill. We were all pretending to be DCI Jackson. I also
enjoy playing football at Reach Out and the warmups we do such as ‘Tag Bull-Dog’.
Musa Kalayci, 7G

Library Lowdown
We’ve had a number of adventures in the library
this term.
In January, the library came alive when the Science
Department joined us to recreate some experiments that
Dr Frankenstein would have loved. Students made replica
body parts using straws, balloons, string, water bottles,
vinegar, and all manner of other unexpected materials. It
was a great way to celebrate the 200 year anniversary of
Mary Shelley’s novel.
To commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day, we paid
tribute to survivors’ testimonies and read stories relating
to real-life experiences of living through genocide. Mr
Steinberg joined us to share the story of his grandfather,
who survived the violence of the Krakow ghetto where
he lived as a child in the 1940s. It was a powerful and
moving story, and we were very impressed that students
responded thoughtfully and respectfully to everything
they heard.
February was LGBT history month, which was a great
opportunity to celebrate diversity in fiction. We displayed
some of the highlights of our popular LGBT section,
and some students helped to raise awareness of LGBT
identities through making posters.
Our team of student librarians grew significantly in March
as successful applicants received their badges and
started a rigorous training programme to learn how to
contribute to the success of the library. Those who show
exceptional promise will be eligible to become Library
Leaders in May – a new role that identifies students who
work well with others and show leadership potential.

Mr Steinberg sharing his grandfather’s experiences during the Holocaust

For World Book Day fell, students throughout the school received World Book Day vouchers, and year 7s and 8s
were particularly lucky because they received free books specially published to celebrate the day.

Tony Lee – a writer who has worked on graphic novels, books for young adults, and TV and movie scripts – joined
us for a whole day on 14th March and entertained Years 7 and 8 with his stories of growing up as a reluctant reader
only to become a professional storyteller in later life. He inspired students with his ideas for finding books that they
will love and gave advice on ways to improve their creative writing.
Dr Parris,
Librarian and Learning Resources Centre Manager

9
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Drama News:

Students work with Frantic Assembly

GCSE and A Level Scripted
Performance Exam

A group of Year 9 and 10 Drama students
participated in a day workshop led by Vicki
Manderson, a practitioner from the renowned
physical theatre group, Frantic Assembly.

This term, Year 11 and Year 13 drama students
performed their scripted examination pieces for
an external examiner from Edexcel.
The students’ work was creative, skilful and confident,
exploring themes and issues such as racism, disability
and masculinity. Play texts included Berkoff’s
Metamorphosis, Stephens’ The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night Time and Williams’ Slow Time.

The students learnt about how movement can be used in
different ways to create meaning when devising drama.
Vicki pushed the students to create bold, energetic and
creative theatre.

10

A Macabre Musical

National Theatre Connections

Year 11 GCSE Drama students and Year 13 A Level
Drama and Theatre students went to watch The
Grinning Man at the Trafalgar Studios.

Haggerston School was accepted onto this year’s
National Theatre Connections programme.

The macabre musical tells the story of Grinpayne, a young
man who is determined to discover the truth about who
cut and disfigured his face as a child. The students will
evaluate the performance in their written exam. Bruno
Silva, (11P) said, “It was an immersive experience with
fairground lights in the auditorium and actors climbing
over the seats!”

11

Each year, ten new plays for young people are
commissioned to be performed. We selected ‘Sweetness
of a Sting’ by Chinonyerem Odimba. The cast are hard
at work in rehearsal and will perform alongside other
schools at the Theatre Royal in May to compete for their
place in a showcase at the National Theatre.

Haggerston Recorder March 2018

A Level Government and Politics Trip
to No.10 Downing Street
The Government and Politics A Level groups took
a trip to 10 Downing Street and visited the Cabinet
Office where the Prime Minister holds meetings with
members of the Cabinet.
Soon after, we visited Whitehall, specifically Admiralty House
where we were given a mock Cabinet exercise: we were put
into groups working as different government departments
to try to convince the Chancellor to adjust the budget in out
department’s favour. It was interesting to gain a practical
insight into the inner workings of government.
Jaden McKenzie, 13G
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Parkour Club
This term we have been experimenting with
different ways of getting through and around
obstacles.
The most memorable moment from this term was when all
of the boys started flossing on the obstacles. One notable
achievement this term was Conrad Couzins (8Y) who
has almost perfected his back flip. Ms Tate is also pleased
that she has encouraged many more girls to get involved
in Parkour this term. Coming up next, we are going to be
choreographing a piece for the Summer Sharing.
Taya Edwards-Sowunmi, 7S

Science Club – Spring Term
This past term, Science Club has been up to a
variety of amazing activities! When interviewed,
Miss Bliss felt that there were two highlights in
particular.
One of these was making successful marble run
courses with cardboard, one of which ran across two
tables! To create the runs, students used cardboard
tubes and ramps, melted wax and even melted plastic
to make sheets of plastic. They also made cars using
whatever recycled materials they could find in the
classroom.
The other highlight was when the students created
balloon rockets and raced them around the room.
Shaynah, Year 7, who attends Science Club commented
that her “favourite time was when we made slime!”

Miss Bliss stated that she was proud of all the students’
achievements at Science Club this term, but that three
students particularly stood out. These students were
Gary, Ben and Kyle who all created the double table
marble run course.
Next term, Miss Bliss was delighted to inform,
Haggerston scientists will be making bath bombs and
creating parachutes which they will be racing. We look
forward to seeing the results of these activities!
Roheya Davis, 7G and Taya Edwards-Sowunmi, 7S
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Year 13 Ecology Fieldtrip
On the only wet morning of the week, all nine Biology A Level students met in reception and we
started our journey to Greenwich Park to complete our ecology field study.
The wind was howling as we reached the gates an hour later and met our guide for the day, Maaike, who assured us
that the room we would be using throughout the day was toasty warm.
We began by reviewing key terms as well as the basics of ecology sampling techniques before we took to the park,
equipment in tow. The students measured percentage cover, plant distribution and looked at how changes in soil
depth impacted the growth of different organisms. We also learned how to use keys to identify the different plants
around us, as well as to distinguish between the different types of grass.
Despite the cold and the rain, all the students were enthusiastic and took part in the sampling. Students used the
data they collected and put it into equations to show that there was statistical evidence for the correlations they
observed between the different variables they looked at.
On return students were able to apply their new knowledge to exam questions and answer them effectively. Overall,
in spite of the extremely harsh weather conditions our trip was an absolute success!
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A-level English Literature
trip to ‘A Doll’s House’:
Our year 13 A-Level English Literature class (along
with our teachers, Miss Jones and Miss Ford),
travelled to the Bridewell theatre to watch and critic a
modern production of Henrik Ibsen’s “A Doll’s House”a text in which we are currently studying.

KS5 English Literature trip to
Queen Mary
This term, our year 12 and year 13 English
Literature students visited Queen Mary for a
first year lecture on Joseph Conrad’s novella
The Heart of Darkness.
The lecturer proposed that the The Heart of
Darkness was not just about applying postcolonial theory but about considering language
and the inadequacy of language in articulating our
experiences. In the seminar that followed, Dr Molly
MacDonald facilitated a really incisive discussion
about the opening of the novella which offered
students a range of close reading strategies and
different ways into the text. The trip gave students
an excellent experience of English Literature at
university level as well as offering ideas that they
will go on to apply as part of their a-level studies.
Heather Jones,
KS5 English Coordinator

When we had finally arrived at the theatre and the audience
sat in their seats, you could feel the thrill of excitement and
anticipation emit from the group. There was a unanimous
astonishment towards the portrayal of many characters; in
particular, “Dr Rank”, who appeared as a despondent, young
man on the verge of dying - in contrast to our first impression
of a sleazy, old man who thought it would be in his best
interest to devastate Nora with an awfully-timed declaration
on unwavering love. We shared our greatest mirth in regards
to the notorious “flesh-coloured stockings” scene between
“Nora” and “Dr Rank”, which we had all been anticipating
from the very beginning – a moment that was utterly
scandalous and hilarious! Finally, came the pivotal moment
of the play, where Nora experiences an important moment
of enlightenment that leads her to make an empowering
decision: to prioritise her needs as a human over her duty as
a mother and wife. The theatre was silent and the laughter
ebbed away as we shared an indescribable pride for Nora;
our at-first troubled hearts moulded into ones of relief and
satisfaction. And it was finished. The cast came to bow and
an animated applause permeated the room. As the actors
and actresses disappeared, we gathered our stuff to leave
but not of course without babbling passionately our thoughts
and feelings towards the play; the shock-horror towards
intolerable Torvald, Dr Rank’s incredibly surprising morbid
humour, awkward Krogstad (seriously, what was wrong with
him?!) and extremely well-played Nora and Mrs. Linde. The
play offered many interesting, alternative interpretations but
most importantly was a delightful experience our year 13
A-Level English Literature class.
Mahira Mannan, Year 13
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Haggerston Sport update
Spring term 2018
This year term has been another huge success for
the sport at Haggerston both in terms of team and
individual performances.

Sporting News
Basketball Club

Our KS3 boys’ football teams are progressing very well
in both the London and Inner London cup competitions
with our Year 8 team in particular making exceptional
progress. Mr Mitchell, the Year 8 coach is also having
a lot of success in the Hackney Borough League with
the team currently sitting in 2nd place behind Stoke
Newington School. There are only a few games left in the
KS3 league this season so we have high hopes that we
will have a winning team from Haggerston. The football
cup matches are schedule to continue after the Easter
break and we hope that all teams will be able to progress
into the quarter-finals of their respective competitions.

Over the past term, Basketball Club has been
focusing on the basic basketball skills: accuracy
of shooting, dribbling and defensive techniques
Mr Danchi believes the highlight of the term has been
the high and consistent turnouts to every session. The
club has been to many tournaments and, whether they
win or lose, the students show great team spirit and
resilience.
Mr Danchi also commented that all the students who
attend the club work hard to achieve good teamwork
and discipline. The team is very bright and works
extremely well together to ensure the best possible
outcomes. They are also very disciplined as a group and
know how to behave independently and together as a
team.

Our basketball teams are continuing to go from strength
to strength with both our under-14 and under-16 boys’
teams winning the borough tournaments and now
going on to represent Hackney at the London Youth
Games competitions next term. We wish them luck and
no doubt they will do the school and borough proud.
Individually we are also having success. In particular,
Joseph Reynolds in Year 10 has recovered from a
serious leg injury sustained at last year’s sports day
and has managed to qualify for the Hackney Borough
athletics team by coming 3rd in the Hackney Mini
Marathon. This is not only an excellent accomplishment
for Joe due to the speedy recovery he has made, but
also because of the high level of competition within the
borough.

Mr Danchi says that next up, the team will be focusing
on fitness levels to develop stamina when playing.
We look forward to hearing about the results of the
upcoming tournaments in Hackney next term!
Roheya Davis, 7G

Next term we look forward to participating in a number
of different athletics events as the summer term
begins. We are involved in both the borough athletics
competitions as well as the London athletics meets.
Last year, as a school we had great success at these
competitions and so we are hopeful again that our
students will perform well and win.
Mr James, Head of P.E.

Contact
Weymouth Terrace, London E2 8LS
P 020 7739 7324 F 020 7739 8603

www.haggerston.hackney.sch.uk
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