Year 6 to Year 7: Summer Reading List – Haggerston School
Reading is a fantastic way to encourage empathy, and it is important
to consider whether or not your books are reflecting the fullness of
human experience. To encourage diversity in reading, this summer’s
reading list is comprised of BAME authors. It is not a complete list, or
a perfect one. The label BAME itself is not without its challenges.
However, we hope this list brings you knowledge and enjoyment,
and perhaps provides a groundwork to discuss current political
events and to create opportunities to celebrate individual and
societal differences in a manageable and child-friendly context.
It is important that children continue to read over the summer in
order to maintain academic progress, and to prepare for the
challenges of the school in the coming year. Summer is an ideal time
for children to tackle longer, more challenging books. It is also a
great opportunity to read together – a fun and rewarding bonding
experience at any age. Now that bookshops are opening up, I would
suggest taking children for a browse to encourage them to pursue
their individual interests. There are also a list of books recommended
for Year 6/7/8 following the reading list comprised of BAME authors,
there are quite a few books to choose from!

Humza Arshad
Popular comedian and YouTube celebrity Arshad has now moved into the
realm of children’s books with the publication of Little Badman and the
Invasion of the Killer Aunties. A hilarious, mad-cap adventure perfect fans of
Pamela Butchart and the Tom Gates series.
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James Baldwin
Whilst more well-known for his wonderful literary work for adults, Baldwin
did write one book for children. His nephew wanted to see a boy like himself
represented in a book, and Baldwin produced for him the at times funny, at
times troubling Little Man Little Man: A Story of Childhood, about a day in the
life of a boy in Harlem. This is a good way to introduce older children, I
suggest Year 6, to an important figure in literature.
Jasbinder Bilan
The recent winner of the Costa Book Awards, the magical novel Asha and
the Spirit Bird is an adventure story set in Northern India. Asha, who is
empowered with spiritual connections to her grandmother, must embark on
a journey through the wild and dangerous Himalayas with her best friend
Jeevan. Great for Years 4 and upward.
Malorie Blackman
Our Children’s Laureate from 2013-2015, Blackman is an incredible writer,
with works for a range of ages. Whilst the powerful Noughts and Crosses
series is more suitable for those in the Senior School, why not check out
Hacker, Pig Heart Boy, Cloud Busting, Hostage, and Tell Me No Lies for
starters.
Sita Brahmachari
Brahmachari is the writer of a range of amazing books, from the tender and
imaginative dramas of Artichoke Hearts and Red Leaves to the vivid dystopian
adventure of Where the River Runs Gold. Recommended for Year 4 and up.

Aisha Bushby
Busby’s debut A Pocketful of Stars is a story about family, friendship and
finding out who you are - with a sprinkling of magic. Recommended for Year
4 and up. Watch out for her next book, Moonchild: Voyage of the Lost and
Found, an Arabian Nights inspired adventure coming out in August.

Roshani Chokshi
Author of the amazing Pandava series inspired by Hindu Mythology –
perfect for fans of Rick Riordan. Start with Aru Shah and the End of Time
and prepare to be hooked! Recommended for Year 4 and up.

Joseph Coehlo
Coehlo is the author of beautiful poetry and picture books. His collection
Overheard in a Tower Block is a powerful poetic narrative about growing
up in the city. Full of useful tips and starting points, his non-fiction book
How to Write Poems will make you chuckle, make you think, and inspire
you to write your own poetry.
Alexandre Dumas
Although Dumas’ mixed-race heritage is not often discussed, it is
important that we recognise that people from all backgrounds have been
contributing important works to our culture for hundreds of years. Puffin
Classics has produced accessible versions of Dumas’ thrilling adventures
with helpful notes. Try The Three Musketeers, filled with drama and
intrigue. Recommended for the ambitious in Year 5, or Year 6.
Nizrana Farook
Farook’s debut book The Girl Who Stole an Elephant has recently taken the
world by storm, and for good reason. A brilliant adventure set in a fictional
Sri Lanka, this book will transport you to a world of action, deception,
bravery and rebellion! Perfect for Years 4 and up.
Roopa Farooki
Farooki’s first book for children, The Cure for a Crime, is a fun fresh take
on the detective genre, full of excitement, humour, and medical knowhow!

Jamila Gavin
Gavin is the author of a huge range of books for different ages, spanning
many genres. Try her amazing Surya trilogy, starting with The Wheel of
Surya, which is a an epic family saga following two generations of Indian
Sikhs and showing the impact of the British Empire and the Partition of
India on their lives. Or her acclaimed Coram Boy is a thrilling story of love,
friendship and betrayal.

Candy Gourlay
Gourlay’s books are highly imaginative and exciting works. Try Shine, a
haunting, intense, and moving novel which weaves myths and ghosts into a
modern setting, or Tall Story, about a girl desperate to meet her long-lost
brother.
Polly Ho-Yen
Ho-Yen’s books, such as The Boy in the Tower or Where Monsters Lie, are
gripping dramas – often with a dark twist…

Konnie Huq
Better known for her role as a Blue Peter presenter, Huq visisted the Junior
School pre-lockdown to talk to the children about her debut book Cookie and
the Most Annoying Boy in the World. A hilarious book perfect for fans of Tom
Gates.

Sharna Jackson
Jackson has created an amazing, fresh detective series starting with High
Rise Mystery. Fun and fast-paced, this is a mystery as hot as the summer
heatwave in which it’s set!
Catherine Johnson
Johnson is the author of many exciting books, including Blade and Bone
– a forensic crime thriller set in Revolutionary Paris – and Nest of Vipers,
which follows the adventures of Cato Hopkins, part of a group of skilled
fraudsters and pickpockets making their living in 18th century London.
Remy Lai
Lai is the creator of two funny and heartwarming graphic novels. Pie in
the Sky, is about moving to a new country where you don’t speak the
language, grief, and baking. Fly on the Wall is the story of Henry Khoo
who goes on a solo international flight—without his overprotective
family's knowledge or approval…
Patrice Lawrence
A number of her excellent books should be read in the Senior School,
but I recommend checking out Diver’s Daughter: A Tudor Story, a
gripping heart-in-your-mouth adventure told by Eve, stolen from her
family in Mozambique and now living in the London slums, who sets out
on a dangerous journey to change her life for the better.

Yoon Ha Lee
Lee’s novel Dragon Pearl is a gripping space opera which takes
inspiration from Korean mythology. The heroine is Min, a fox spirit
trying to solve the mystery of her missing brother. Along the way,
she’ll encounter space pirates, a sinister tiger spirit captain, ghosts,
and more!
Grace Lin
Try Lin’s book Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, a stunning fantasy
adventure inspired by The Wizard of Oz but given a twist. For fans of
humour, try her heart-warming book The Year of the Dog.
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Janae Marks
Marks’ captivating novel by debut novel, The Faraway Truth, follows one
courageous girl as she questions assumptions, searches for the truth, and
does what she believes is right – even in the face of great opposition.
More suitable for Years 5 and 6.
Taran Matharu
Matharu is the author of the hugely exciting adventure Summoner Trilogy:
enter an immersive fantasy world where one boy's ability to summon
demons will change the fate of an empire. Start with the first in the series,
The Novice. More suited to Years 5 and 6.
Zanib Mian
Mian is the author of the hilarious Planet Omar series, perfect for fans of Tom
Gates or the Sam Wu series, follow Omar as he gets into mishaps or becomes
an unexpected super-spy! The book is also an excellent look at daily life in a
Muslim family.
Nick Mohammed
Step inside Nick Mohammed’s wonderful The Young Magicians and the
Thieves’ Almanac as our heroes step inside the world-famous conjuring club
The Magic Circle in an adventure that may or may not involve the search for a
secret book, a set of impossible crimes and a flock of very confused pigeons.
Sam Osman (also known as Sam Hepburn)
Osman’s gripping adventure Quicksilver is about three extraordinary children,
Wolfie, Tala and Zi'ib, who were born on the same day on opposite sides of
the world. They are brought together by astonishing coincidence - or so it
seems. But only they can fulfil an ancient prophecy - and find a treasure of
incalculable power…

Jewell Parker Rhodes
Rhode’s is the author of powerful, thought-provoking books. Towers
Falling explores the ongoing impact of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, and
Ghost Boys is about the ghost of a young boy murdered by the police
who meets the ghost of Emmett Till. More suitable for Year 6.

Karyn Parsons
Whilst perhaps better known for her role in The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, Parsons
is now the author of an inspiring book: How High the Moon, a coming-of-age
story set in the American South during the Jim Crow era. A beautifully written
and deeply moving story about finding and fighting for your place in the world.
More suitable for Years 5 and 6.

Serena Patel
Patel is the author of the delightful Anisha: Accidental Detective
series. When things go wrong Anisha would really rather stay out of it
and hide in a book, but she keeps getting sucked into hilarious
misadventures!

Bali Rai
Rai has a wide range of exciting books available. Football lovers should
seek out his Soccer Squad series, which are fast-paced, action-packed
books. History lovers are encouraged to try Now or Never: A Dunkirk Story
about Private Fazal Khan, who comes from India to join the British Forces
and must deal with more than their official mission’s deadly dangers…
Onjali Q Raúf
Raúf’s book The Boy at the Back of the Class is quickly becoming
universally acclaimed. Told with humor and heart, it offers a child's
perspective on the refugee crisis, highlighting the importance of
friendship and kindness in a world that doesn't always make sense.
Jason Reynolds
Reynold’s is the author of the powerful Track series, which follows four
children from wildly different backgrounds with personalities that are
explosive when they clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite
middle school track team—a team that could qualify them for the Junior
Olympics if they can get their acts together. Best suited for Years 5 and 6.

Jasmine Richards
Richard’s is the author of engaging fantasy books. The Secrets of Valhalla
is especially recommended for fans of Rick Riordan, and for students
going into Year 4 where you will be studying the Vikings and finding out
more about the Norse mythology that inspired this book!
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Annabelle Sami
Sami is the author of the Agent Zaiba Investigates series, perfect for fans
of Robin Stevens. Determined to be the world's greatest detective, Zaiba
is always on the lookout for a crime to solve, and she finds one at her
cousin’s Mehndi party…
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Nic Stone
Stone’s book Clean Getaway is a road-story page-turner perfect for
fans of Jason Reynolds. Take a trip with William “Scoob” Lamar, who is
about to discover that the world hasn't always been a welcoming place
for kids like him, and things aren't always what they seem – his
Grandma included. More suited for Years 5 and 6.
Shaun Tan
The first BAME winner of the prestigious Kate Greenaway Medal, Tan is the
illustrator of thought-provoking wordless picture books, including The Red
Tree and The Arrival.
Kevin Tsang
Along with his wife Katie, Kevin Tsang is the author of the loud-out-loud Sam
Wu series. Sam is the bravest scaredy-cat in the world, follow his
misadventures where he has to confront his many, many fears. Watch out for
their new book, Dragon Mountain, coming out in September, which they
promise is Beast Quest meets Percy Jackson.
Renée Watson
Watson’s beautiful book Some Places More than Others is a heart-warming and
inspiring novel about finding deep roots and exploring the past, the present,
and the places that make us who we are. More suited for Years 5 and 6.
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Benjamin Zephaniah
Zephaniah’s verse ranges from the wacky and absurd to the deeply serious.
His poetry is strongly influenced by the music and poetry of Jamaica and what
he calls "street politics”.

Title
A Murder most unladylike
A Series of Unfortunate of Series
A Shiver of Snow and Sky
Alex Rider Series
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland
Awful Auntie
Binny for Short
Black Beauty
Diary of an (Un) Teenager
Do you speak chocolate
Fan Girl
Five Hundred Miles
Flesh and Blood
Framed
Geek Girl Series
George
Girl Hearts Girl
Girl Missing
Holes
Howl's Moving Castle
I am Malala
If I stay
Jessica's Ghost
Lightning Girl
Little Bird Flies
Little Darlings
Long way down
Looking for Alaska
Maggot Moon
Maphead
Matilda
Northern Lights
Noughts and Crosses Series
Oh my Gods
Once
Oranges in no man's land
Ottoline Series
Percy Jackson Series
Refugee Boy
Return to the Secret Garden
Roller Girl
Ruby Redfort Series
Runners
Shine
Short

Author
Robin Stevens
Lemony Snickett
Lisa Lueddecke
Anthony Horowitz
Lewis Carol
David Walliams
Hilary McKay
Anna Sewell
Pete Johnson
Cas Lester
Rainbow Rowell
Kevin Brooks
Chris Priestly
Frank Cottrell Boyce
Holly Smale
Alex Gino
Lucy
Sophie McKenzie
Louis Sachar
Diana Wynne Jones
Malala Yousafzai
Gayle Forman
Andrew Morris
Alesha Dixon
Karen McCombie
Jacqueline Wilson
Jason Reynolds
John Green
Sally Gardner
Lesley Howarth
Roald Dahl
Philip Pullman
Malorie Blackman
Alexandra Sheppard
Morris Gleitzman
Elizabeth Land
Chris Riddell
Rick Riordan
Benjamin Zephaniah
Holly Webb
Victoria Jamieson
Lauren Child
Ann Kelley
Candy Gourlay
Holly Goldberg Sloan

Smart
Sophie's Secret War
The Baby Sitters Club: Graphic Novel Series
The Boy in the Stripped Pyjamas
The Bunker Diary
The Chronicles of Narnia
The Explorer
The Graveyard Book
The House with Chicken Legs
The Hundred Mile an Hour Dog Series
The Knife of Never Letting Go
The London Eye Mystery
The Maze Runner Series
The Princess Diaries
The Savage
The Thing about Jellyfish
The Trials of Morigan Crow
Things a Bright Girl can do
Tilly's Promise
Time Travelling with a Hamster
Tin
Tom Gates Series
Toto the Ninja Cat
Under my Hat
Username Evie
War Horse
Wed Wabbit
Wonder
Young Sherlock Holmes

Kim Slater
Jill Atkins
Raina Telgemeier
John Boyne
Kevin Brooks
C. S. Lewis
Katherine Rundell
Neil Gaiman
Sophie Anderson
Jermey Strong
Patrick Ness
Siobhan Dowd
James Dashner
Meg Cabot
David Almond
Ali Benjamin
Jessica Townsend
Sally Nicholls
Linda Newbury
Ross Welford
Padraig Kenny
Liz Pichon
Dermot O' Leary
Jonathan Strahan
Joe Sugg
Michael Morpurgo
Lissa Evans
R.J. Palacio
Andrew Lane

