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A Level Biology (Edexcel)
About the course
This course develops an enthusiasm for biology and
practical skills alongside understanding of concepts
and principles. It provides an appropriate and relevant
foundation of knowledge and skills for the study of
biology in Higher Education.

What will I study?
Unit One: Lifestyle, Transport, Genes and Health.
This topic builds on students’ knowledge and
understanding of the functioning of the circulatory
system and the importance of lifestyle choices to
health. The role of diet and other lifestyle factors
in maintenance of good health is considered with
particular reference to the heart and circulation
and to cardiovascular disease (CVD). The structures
and functions of some carbohydrates and lipids
are also detailed within this context. Ideas about
correlation, causation and the concept of risks to
health are covered.
Unit Two: Genes and Health. This topic considers
the following biological principles through the
context of the genetic disease cystic fibrosis: the
properties of and transport of materials, across
cell membranes and gas exchange surfaces, DNA
structure and replication, protein synthesis,
enzymes and monohybrid inheritance through the
context of the genetic disease cystic fibrosis. The
topic also allows for discussion of the social and
ethical issues surrounding the genetic screening for
genetic conditions.
Unit Three: Voice of the Genome. This topic follows
the development of multicellular organisms from
single cells to complex individuals. Cell structure
and ultrastructure, cell division, the importance of
fertilisation, the roles of stem cells, gene expression,
cell differentiation and tissue organisation are all
considered within this topic, as is the role of the
genotype, epigenetics and the effect of environment
on phenotype.
Unit Four: Biodiversity. The topic focuses on
biodiversity and the wealth of natural resources used

by humans. Why there are so many different species
is considered first, with the concept of niche and
adaptation explored. The topic looks at how all this
diversity has come about through adaptation and
natural selection and how this leads to evolution.
The concerns for disappearing biodiversity and loss
of potential natural resources are used to highlight
the need for biologists to identify, name and classify
species. The topic has sections on both traditional
and novel uses of plants and plant fibres and the use
of chemical extracts from animals and plants.
Unit Five: On the Wild Side. This topic builds an
appreciation that photosynthesis is the primary
process that underpins the majority of ecosystems,
and provides students with an understanding of how
ecosystems work. The topic continues by looking at
whether climate change will lead to extinction of
species or evolution by natural selection, and looks
at the evidence for climate change and its effects on
plants and animals.
Unit Six: Immunity Infection and Forensics. This topic
starts by looking at how forensic pathologists use a
wide variety of analytical techniques to determine
identity and the time and cause of death of an
organism, including humans. It then considers how
bacteria and viruses use a variety of routes into
their hosts and how hosts have evolved barriers and
internal mechanisms to combat infections.
Unit Seven: Run for your life. This topic is centred
on the physiological adaptations that enable animals
and humans, particularly sports people, to undertake
strenuous exercise. It explores the links between
an animal’s physiology and its performance. The
topic summarises the biochemical requirements
for respiration and looks at the links between
homeostasis, muscle physiology and performance.
Unit Eight: Grey Matter. The scene is set by
considering how the working of the nervous system
enables us to see. Brain imaging and the regions of
the brain are considered. The topic also demonstrates
how an understanding of brain structure and
functioning is relevant to issues such as the response
to stimuli, the development of vision and learning. It
investigates how imbalances in brain chemicals may
result in conditions such as Parkinson’s disease, which
can be treated with suitable drugs.
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A Level Chemistry (OCR)
About the course
Learners gain hands-on practical skills and data analysis
skills. They appreciate how science works and its
relevance beyond the laboratory. Students will study
Chemistry in a contemporary context and develop their
enthusiasm for the subject.

About the course
Chemistry A is split into six modules: Modules 1 to 6,
combined with the Practical Endorsement, constitute
the full A Level.
The modules can be summarised as:
Module 1: Development of practical skills
This module underpins the whole of the specification.
Students are given many opportunities to develop
the fundamental skills needed to collect and analyse
empirical data. Skills in planning, implementing,
analysing and evaluating, will be assessed within
written examinations and within the Practical
Endorsement throughout the course.
Module 2: Foundations in chemistry
This module acts as crucial bridge between GCSE and
A Level Chemistry. This module provides essential
knowledge and understanding of the important
chemical ideas that underpin the study of A Level
Chemistry.
Modules 3: The Periodic Table and Energy
Focuses on inorganic and physical chemistry, the
applications of energy use to everyday life and
industrial processes, and current environmental
concerns associated with sustainability. This module
provides knowledge and understanding of the
important chemical ideas that underpin the study of
inorganic and physical chemistry.
Modules 4: Core Organic Chemistry
Focuses on inorganic and physical chemistry, the
applications of energy use to everyday life and
industrial processes, and current environmental
concerns associated with sustainability. This module
provides knowledge and understanding of the
important chemical ideas that underpin the study of
inorganic and physical chemistry.

Modules 5: Physical chemistry and transition elements
This module builds on knowledge and understanding
of the chemical concepts developed in Module 2:
Foundations in chemistry and Module 3: Periodic
table and energy. It extends the study of energy,
reaction rates and equilibria, and the periodic table.
Modules 6: Organic chemistry and analysis.
The content within this module assumes knowledge
and understanding of the chemical concepts
developed in Module 2: Foundations in chemistry
and Module 4: Core organic chemistry. This module
introduces several new functional groups and
emphasises the importance of organic synthesis.
This module also adds NMR spectroscopy to the
instrumentation techniques used in organic and
forensic analysis.
Assessment overview
Paper 1: Periodic table, elements and physical chemistry
2Hr 15mins
37% of final grade

Paper 2: Synthesis and analytical techniques
2Hr 15mins
37% of final grade

Paper 3: Unified Chemistry
1Hr 30mins
26% of final grade

Practical Endorsement for Chemistry: Students
complete a minimum of 12 core practical activities
to demonstrate practical competence assessment by
their teacher.
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A Level Computer Science
(OCR)
About the course
Computing is becoming ever more important in society.
Our A level Computer Science qualification will ensure
you develop technical knowledge, such as how to
program, and problem-solving skills. These are both
highly desired by all employers. The course is split
learning into three sections: Computer Fundamentals,
Programming Techniques and Logical Methods, and a
Programming Project. A natural progression from GCSE
(9 - 1) Computer Science, it provides the perfect
springboard for those of you looking at specialising in a
computing- based career.

A Level Computer Science will develop your ability to:
● Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically
and critically. These are all skills that are highly 		
desired by employers.
● Apply skills in and an understanding of computing
(including programming) in a range of contexts to
solve problems.
● Delve into producing graphical user interfaces and
object orientated programming solutions.
Through the creation of a programming project,
you will have the opportunity to create a
substantial piece of software using modern design
methods and, guided by your teachers, you will
have the scope to display your skills and talents!

Within the course, you will study a range of theory
topics, which include the principles and understanding
linked to programming, topics such as hardware and
software, networks, systems development life cycles and
implications of computer use.

A Level Computer

A Level Computer

Paper 1 (40% of the
total qualification)

●
●
●
●
●
●

Paper 2 (40% of the
total qualification)

● Computational thinking and problem solving
● Algorithms and programming

NEA (40% of the total
qualification)

You will choose your own computing problem to solve
● Analysis of the problem
● Design of the solution
● Developing the solution (programming)
● Evaluate the solution

The structure and function of different types of processor
Software and software development
Networking
Web security
Data types, data structures and algorithms
Legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues

Career opportunities
There is not enough room on this page to cover the careers that you could go into with a qualification in Computing. You
could choose to become a programmer and work for a large technology firm such as Google or Amazon, or a smaller
business. You could become a project manager using the problem solving skills that you will develop, a web developer,
an ethical hacker or a game designer! Or you could go into a wealth of other industries such as banking and finance,
or the sciences. Many students of A Level Computer Science will go on to study the subject at university level. If you
choose not to study Computing at university, almost every course at higher education and any career will view your A
Level Computer Science qualification in high regard.
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A Level Drama and Theatre
(Edexcel)
Entry requirements:
In addition to the school’s entry requirements,
students will need to do an audition if they have not
studied GCSE Drama.
About the course
A Level Drama and Theatre offers a smooth progression
from GCSE Drama. The course encourages creativity
and has a focus on practical work that will give students
the opportunity to develop skills that will support
progression to further study of drama and a wide range
of other subjects.
The course includes engaging set texts and a focus on
theatre practitioners including 21st century theatre
practice.

The Edexcel course comprises three components:
Component 1 – Devising
Interpreting, creating and developing a devised piece
from one key extract from a performance text and
applying the methods of one practitioner. The play
text and practitioner can be decided by the school.
40% of qualification – 80 marks

Devised performance: 10% - 20 marks
A group performance of the devised piece.
Portfolio: 30% - 60 marks
Analysing and evaluating the creative process and
devised performance.
Component 2 – Text in Performance
A monologue or a duologue from one key extract
from one performance text and a group performance
of one key extract from a different performance text.
20% of qualification – 60 marks
Component 3 – Theatre Makers in Practice
Written examination.
Section a) Live Theatre Evaluation
Section b) Page to Stage: Realisation of one key
extract from a performance text ‘Colder than Here’
by Laura Wade
Section c) Interpreting one performance text, in the
light of one practitioner for a contemporary audience.
‘ Antigone’ by Sophocles adapted by Don Taylor
40% of qualification – 80 marks
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A Level Economics
(Pearson Edexcel)
About the course
The economy is the backbone of our society and its
importance has been ever more apparent in recent years.
If you have ever wondered why food prices increase when
oil prices rise or why some jobs pay so much more than
others, or why the Government is involved in particular
parts of the economy then this subject is one that will
interest you. During the course you will gain an informed
opinion as to why certain things happen in our economy
and how these things can have an impact on everyone in
the UK. We will learn about the economic issues of the
day, investigate why we have a national debt, consider the
problem of unemployment and how it might be reduced.
We will look at topical issues such as the “house price
bubble” and interest rates. By the end of the course you
should be well informed about our economy and global
issues in other parts of the world. In Economics you
will learn by reading, discussing and writing about the
issues we study. The proximity to the many financial and
economic institutions in the capital will provide us with an
excellent opportunity to visit and see how the heart of the
economy works. So, if you have wondered what goes on in
the Bank of England, what the role of the Government is in
the economy or how Britain fits into the global economy,
then this subject is the one for you.

Course Structure:
Paper 1:
Markets and
business
behaviour

35% of the total qualification
Paper 1 will assess microeconomics and
questions will be drawn from Themes 1
and 3.

What will I study?
Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market failure
This theme focuses on microeconomic concepts. Students
will develop an understanding of:
● Nature of economics
● How markets work
● Market failure
● Government intervention
Theme 2: The UK economy - performance and policies
This theme focuses on macroeconomic concepts. Students
will develop an understanding of:
● Measures of economic performance
● Aggregate demand
● Aggregate supply
● National income
● Economic growth
● Macroeconomic objectives and policy
Theme 3: Business behaviour and the labour market
This theme focuses develops the microeconomic concepts
introduced in Theme 1 and focuses on business economics.
Students will develop an understanding of:
● Business growth
● Business objectives
● Revenues, costs and profits
● Market structures
● Labour market
● Government intervention
Theme 4: A global perspective
This theme focuses develops the macroeconomic concepts
introduced in Theme 2 and applies thes concepts in a global
context. Students will develop an understanding of:
● International economics
● Povety and inequality
● Emerging and developing economies
● The financial sector
● Role of the state in the macroeconomy

Paper 2:

35% of the total qualification

The national
and global
economy

Paper 2 will assess macroeconomics and
questions will be drawn from Themes 2 Career opportunities
and 4.
Many people studying Economics will choose to pursue
the subject or a related subject at university. Careers in
30% of the total qualification
finance, banking, the financial sector and retailing are
Paper 3 will assess content across all four popular choices for students of Economics. Some students
themes. Students are required to apply
may choose the apprenticeship route at eighteen in their
their knowledge and understanding, make chosen career area. Economics has been studied at higher
connections and transfer higher-order
education level by lots of popular and successful people in
skills across all four themes.
the world of business, politics, journalism and broadcasting.

Paper 3:
Microeconomics
and
macroeconomics
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A Level English Literature
(OCR)
About the course
Through choosing to study Literature, you will not
only gain a qualification which is highly regarded by
universities, but you will develop the skills to challenge
perspectives and express yourself in an original and
academic way. The course will allow you to read widely
and independently and to explore the culture and
contexts in which texts are written.

English Literature develops:
● Analytical skills using literary terminology
● Research and composition skills
● Understanding of literary genres and styles
● Knowledge of literary, historical and social contexts
● Ability to engage critically with texts and explore
interpretation
● Academic written expression

What will I study?
Component 1-Drama and Poetry pre 1900 (40%)

● Hamlet (William Shakespeare)
● A Doll’s House (Henrik ibsen)
● Selected Poems (Christina Rossetti)
Component 2-Comparative and Contextual Study (40%)

You will read a range of texts around The Immigrant
Experience including:
● The Reluctant Fundamentalist (Mohsin Hamid)
● Brick Lane (Monica Ali)
Component 3-Literature post 1900 (Non-exam assessed-20%)

● The World’s Wife (Carol Ann Duffy)
● Americanah (Chimamanda Adichie)
● A Raisin in the Sun (Lorraine Hansberry)
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A Level Further Maths
(Edexcel)
About the course
Studying Further Maths alongside your A Level Maths
is the best way to stand out from the competition as
an outstanding mathematician. The top universities in
the country value A Level Further Maths for what it is: a
very challenging A Level which gives you a high level and
broad understanding of mathematics. The transferable
skills gained through studying A Level Further Maths
can be applied to the finance sector, natural sciences,
engineering, mathematical sciences, computer science,
systems design and more. Achieving an A Level in
Further Maths is an exceptional achievement and highly
rewarding.

What will I study?
Pure Maths
Proof, Complex Numbers, Matrices, Further algebra
and functions, Further calculus, Further vectors,
Polar coordinates, Hyperbolic functions, Differential
equations.

Assessment overview
2 exam papers, 1 hour 30 mins each, 75 marks each.
Paper 1 and Paper 2 may contain questions on
any topics from the Further Core maths content.
Students must answer all questions. Calculators can
be used in the assessment.
Decision
Algorithms, Graph Theory, Route Theory, Critical Path
Analysis, Graphical Linear Programming, Simplex.
Mechanics
Momentum and impulse, Work, energy and power,
Elastic strings and springs and elastic energy, Elastic
collisions.
Assessment overview
2 exam papers, 1 hour 30 mins each, 75 marks each.
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A Level Fine Art (AQA)

What will I study?

Entry requirements:
Art & Design GCSE grade 6 or above.

A Level Component 1: Personal Investigation
– supported by a written essay of 1000-3000
words(60% of A Level)

About the course
The A Level Fine Art course provides students with
the opportunity to create personal responses to ideas,
experiences and themes through both practical work
and contextual research. The course is flexible and
allows students to work to their strengths,explore and
develop personal ideas while fostering an independent
work method.

Students studying A Level Fine Art are encouraged
to develop:
Intellectual, imaginative and creative artwork
Investigative & analytical skills
Practical, technical & expressive skills

A Level Component 2: Externally Set Assignment:
Exam preparatory studies & 15 hour practical exam
(40% of A Level)
At A Level candidates are required to build upon
the knowledge, understanding and skills gained
throughout the A Level course with greater depth of
study and with a greater emphasis on research skills
and analysis of artist’s work.
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A Level Geography (OCR)

What will I study?

Geography is important in understanding the changing
nature of our world looking at the humans and physical
processes and the interaction between them. This course
is excellent for anyone who is interested in pursuing a
wide range of jobs as the world needs geographers to
support a greater understanding of the world and what
may impact its future.

●

Tectonic Processes and Hazards

●

Landscape Systems, Processes and Change 		
(Coastal areas)

●

Globalisation

●

Shaping places -diversity

●

The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity

●

The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security

●

Superpowers

This A level course takes an issues-based approach
enabling studentsto explore and evaluate contemporary
geographical questions and issues such as
theconsequences of globalisation, responses to hazards,
water insecurity and climate change. You will develop
both your quantitative and qualitative skills as well as
enabling synoptic evaluation of issues in greater depth
such as Health, Human Rights andIntervention. Fieldwork
is a compulsory part of the course as it is essential that
Geographers examine real life situations and make
judgements on the data that they have collected.

● Global Development and Connections - Health,
Human Rights and Intervention
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A Level History (OCR)
About the course
This is an exciting and relevant course which includes
the history of Britain, Europe and the wider World. You
will learn how to analyse and evaluate original source
documents, as well as how to construct good historical
arguments using reliable information and source
materials. You will develop independent research skills.

What will I study?

In Year 13 students will study the growth and loss of
the British Empire 1763-1914 and complete a piece of
coursework on the Holocaust.
Aspects in Breadth:
● The changing nature and extent of trade
● The changing nature of the Royal Navy
Aspects in Depth:
● The loss of the American colonies, 1770–83
● The birth of British Australia, 1788–1829

Students will study the Edexcel History (9H10) GCE
syllabus.

● Learning from past mistakes: Canada and the 		
Durham Report, 1837–40

In Year 12 students will follow route F and study
South Africa and America. The topics will be taught
at the same time by different teachers.

● Nearly losing an empire: the British in India,
1829–58

In search of the American Dream: the USA,
c.1917-96
Part one: The changing political environment,
1917-80
Part two: The quest for civil rights, 1917-80
Part three: Society and culture in change, 1917-80
Part four: The changing quality of life, 1917-80
Part five: What impact did the Reagan presidency
		 have on the USA in the years 1981-96?

● The Nile valley, 1882–98

Coursework: The Holocaust, c.1940-45
The purpose of this coursework is to enable students
to develop skills in the analysis and evaluation of
interpretations of history in a chosen question,
problem or issue as part of an independently
researched assignment.
Students are required to respond to one of three set
questions:
● the role of Hitler in orchestrating the Holocaust

In Year 12 students will also study: South Africa,
1948-94 from apartheid state to ‘rainbow nation’.

● the role of the occupied peoples of Europe in the 		
Holocaust

Part one: The response to apartheid, c.1948-59

● the role of resistance by Jewish people in the 		
Holocaust.

Part two: Radicalisation of resistance and the
consolidation of National Party power, 		
1960-68
Part three: Redefining resistance and challenges to 		
National Party power, 1968-83
Part four: The end of apartheid and the creation of
the ‘rainbow nation’, 1984-94
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A Level Maths (Edexcel)

What will I study?

Pure Maths
Prool, Algebra and functions, Coordinate geometry in
Studying Maths is a great way to build analytical, research the {x ) plane, Sequences and series, Trigonometry.
and problem solving skills and can help you develop logic Exponentials and logarithmic, Differentiation,
Integration, Numerical methods Vectors
for everyday tasks like planning projects and managing
About the course

your money. Maths can take you on to a huge range
of amazing and exciting careers particularly including
aerospace and defence, biosciences, engineering, banking
and finance, IT, science and research. Maths is seen as a
“facilitating” subject by all universities meaning that it is
highly regarded by universities no matter what you wish
to study and is currently the most popular A Level in the
country. In fact, many top universities and courses now
require Maths A-Level even though it may not seem like it
is applicable eg. Psychology, Sociology and Geography!
Research has shown that STEM graduates can earn 250K
more than average and having one STEM subject at A
Level can boost your earnings by 15%, this increase to
33% for two STEM A Levels.

Assessment overview
2 exam papers, 2 hours, 100 marks each.
Paper 1 and Paper 2 may contain questions on any
topics from the Pure Mathematics content. Students
must answer all questions. Calculators can be used
in the assessment.
Statistics
Statistical sampling. Data presentation and
interpretation, Probability, Statistical distributions,
Statistical hypothesis testing.
Mechanics
Quantities and units in mechanics, Kinematics, Forces
and Newton’s laws, Moments.
Assessment overview
1 exam paper, 2 hours, 100 marks.
Paper 3 will contain questions on topics from the
Statistics content in Section A and Mechanics
content in Section B.
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A Level Philosophy
and Ethics (OCR)
About the course
Philosophy is the study of knowledge, reality and
existence itself. Students of philosophy become
acclimatised to questioning everything and rarely
accepting anything as actual truth without qualification.
A-level Philosophy and ethics is designed to encourage an
interest in and enthusiasm for a rigorous study of religion
and religious concepts.
Students will be provided with an insight into areas
of knowledge, belief and thought central to an
understanding of the modern world. Through a study
of philosophy, ethics and the world’s major religions,
students will gain a range of knowledge and skills that
will help them make sense of contemporary events.

A few of the central questions include the following:
Ethics. What is the nature of the good, and how
should we act?
Metaphysics. What is the nature of reality?
Does God exist, or free will, or a mind-independent
world?
Epistemology. What is knowledge, and what
distinguishes it from mere belief or opinion?
Politics and Law. How should society be organised?
What is the nature and aim of law?
Science. What is science, and what makes it
successful? What concepts and methods make
science work?
How it is assessed
A-Level philosophy and Ethics Consists of three
written exams:
Paper 1: The philosophy of Religion
Paper 2: Religious Ethics
Paper 3: Developments in Christian thought
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A Level Physics (OCR)
About the course
Physics involves the study of the world around us in order
to understand how nature works. We describe how the
world works by formulating laws and theories. We test our
ideas by making predictions and completing experiments.
Theories and laws can describe how the smallest known
parts of matter work, through to the birth and evolution of
the universe.

What will I study?
The A Level in Physics A specification content is divided
into six teaching modules. Each module is introduced
with a summary of the physics it contains and each
topic is also introduced with a short summary text.
Unit 1: Module 1 of the specification content
relates to the practical skills learners are expected
to gain throughout the course, which are assessed
throughout the written examinations and also
through the Practical Endorsement.
Unit 2: Foundations of Physics. The aim of this module
is to introduce important conventions and ideas that
permeate the fabric of physics. Understanding of
physical quantities, S.I. units, scalars and vectors helps
physicists to effectively communicate their ideas within
the scientific community.

Unit 3: Force and Motion. In this module, learners
will learn how to model the motion of objects using
mathematics, understand the effect forces have
on objects, learn about the important connection
between force and energy, appreciate how forces
cause deformation and understand the importance
of Newton’s laws of motion.
Unit 4: Electrons Waves and Photons. The aim of this
module is to ultimately introduce key ideas of quantum
physics. Electromagnetic waves (e.g. light) have a
dual nature. They exhibit both wave and particle-like
behaviour. The wave–particle dual nature is also found
to be characteristic of all particles.
Unit 5: Newtonian World and Astrophysics. The
aim of this module is to show the impact Newtonian
mechanics has on physics. The microscopic motion
of atoms can be modelled using Newton’s laws
and hence provide us with an understanding of
macroscopic quantities such as pressure and
temperature. Newton’s law of gravitation can be
used to predict the motion of planets and distant
galaxies. In the final section we explore the intricacies
of stars and the expansion of the Universe by
analysing the electromagnetic radiation from space.
As such, it lends itself to the consideration of how
the development of the scientific model is improved
based on the advances in the means of observation.
Unit 6: Particles and Medical Physics. In this module,
learners will learn about capacitors, electric field,
electromagnetism, nuclear physics, particle physics
and medical imaging.
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A Level Sociology (AQA)
About the course
Sociology is the study of societies and the way in which
they shape people’s behaviour, beliefs and identity.
Probably the most important thing about sociology is
that it enables us to make sense of the rapidly changing
world that we live in. If you’re interested in the causes of
the London riots, why people are becoming Scientologists
and why you’re likely to live much longer living in the
South of England than the North then this is the course
for you. Sociology enables us to understand ourselves.
The way that we think, behave and feel is shaped by
what sociologists call the process of socialisation. This
provides us with language, gives us our values and
beliefs, establishes our identity and so turns us into
members of society.
In Sociology, the ability to discuss and debate is
important, but an accomplished student will require
a thirst for reading about the full range of sociological
arguments explored in the course and the ability to
articulate those arguments in written assignments and
examinations papers.

What will I study?
The subject has three papers of assessment.
Paper 1: Education with theory and Methods
Paper 2: Family and Media
Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory
and methods
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A Level Psychology (AQA)
About the course
Psychology is the study of the human mind and
behaviour. This course will introduce students to
the theories and methods in psychology. It offers
the opportunity to look at some of the explanations
psychologists give to understand humans and their
interaction with the world in which we live. From
a personal perspective students should find the
fundamental questions of the psychologist of particular
interest: Why do I behave like this?
Why do I feel like this? Why do I think like this?
These questions are explored through the analysis
of research studies and theories, as well as
practical work.

What will I study?
The A Level course covers eleven core topics:
● Social Influence
● Memory
● Attachment
● Psychopathology
● Approaches
in psychology
● Biopsychology
● Research methods
● Issues and debates in psychology
● Relationships
● Schizophrenia
● Forensic Psychology
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A Level Spanish (AQA)
About the course
Students must study the following themes and
sub-themes in relation to at least one Spanish-speaking
country. Students must study the themes and subthemes using a range of sources, including material
from online media.

What will I study?
Aspects of Hispanic society

Grammar
Literary texts and films
El Laberinto del Fauno: Students study Guillermo
Del Toro’s masterpiece set in the aftermath of the
Spanish Civil War.
La Casa de Bernarda Alba: Students study Lorca’s
play and prepare to write critical essays on it.
Assessment:

Modern and traditional values

Students do three exams at the end of the two-year
course.

Cyberspace

Paper 1: Reading, Listening, Translation

Equal rights

Paper 2: Essay Paper

Artistic Culture in the Hispanic world
Modern day idols
Spanish regional identity
Cultural heritage

Paper 3: Speaking Exam
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BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Diploma in
Business (Pearson)
About the course
Young people taking their first step into a new career
need the right blend of technical and academic skills to
support them. And we know that employers and Higher
Education are looking for highly skilled, job-ready
individuals with a strong work ethic. That’s why we’ve
chosen to offer the BTEC Level 3 National Extended
Diploma in Business! With over 5,000 universities,
employers and professional bodies with employability
at the heart, learners can develop the skills and
confidence they will need to step into a prosperous
future. Furthermore, 95% of universities and colleges in
the UK now accept BTECs, including Oxford University.

The BTEC Level 3 Diploma is equivalent to three
A Levels. Therefore, the programme may be chosen
alongside another A Level to support progression to
higher education courses in business areas before
entering employment. The additional qualification
studied allows learners to either give breadth to
their study programme by choosing a contrasting
subject, or to give it more focus by choosing a
complementary subject.

What will I study?
The content of this qualification has been developed
in consultation with universities to ensure that it
supports progression to higher education. A range
of employers and professional bodies have also
confirmed that the content is appropriate and
consistent with current practice for learners planning
to enter employment directly in the business sector.
The qualification gives learners the knowledge,
understanding and skills that underpin the business
sector that will prepare them for further study or
training. Students study a wide range of topics across
13 units, some of which include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Unit 1: Exploring Business (coursework)
Unit 2: Developing a Marketing Campaign (task)
Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance (exam)
Unit 4: Managing an Event (coursework)
Unit 5: International Business (coursework)
Unit 6: Principles of Management (task)
Unit 8: Recruitment and Selection (coursework)
Unit 27: Work Experience in Business (coursework)

Career opportunities
When studied with other qualifications in the
study programme, learners can progress to
higher education on combined courses. After this
qualification, learners can progress directly to
employment, however it is likely that many will do so
via higher study. Areas of employment include junior
business roles in marketing, administration, finance,
events management, HR, marketing and other related
areas in the business sector.
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BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Certificate in
Health and Social Care
(Pearson)

What will I study?

About the course

● Sociological Perspectives

Health and Social Care BTEC is a great choice at KS5 for
students wishing to gain a practical hands-on approach
to learning, in which they will gain the equivalent of
1 A Level.

● Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs

The course would be great for anyone interested
in pursuing a career in a health or social care
environment. You will study many aspects of life
involving health, community and social care.
You will be introduced to care practice, equality,
rights and laws as well as focussing on topics such
as communication, caring for vulnerable people and
safeguarding. This course will enable you to develop
empathy with service users in health and social care
settings, to understand more about the world around
you, the care sector, and people, whilst supporting
your personal development of analytical, discussion
and communication skills.

● Human Lifespan Development
● Working in Health and Social Care
● Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs
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BTEC National Extended
Diploma in Sport
(Edexcel)
About the course
You will have the opportunity to gain coaching and
leadership experience as well as performing in either
individual or team sports. The courses consist of a wide
variety of modules that are continually assessed by
means of assignments, projects and presentations. There
is also a large focus on anatomy and physiology which is
assessed through an external exam.

What will I study?
Fitness Training and Programming, Sports Coaching,
Sports Development, Fitness Testing for Sport and
Exercise, Practical Team Sports, Practical Individual Sports.
There is a large variety of units that you can study
and depending on the class which can be tailored
to suit student’s future aspirations.
The majority of students who take the course would
look to go into a career in coaching, sports business
or sports science but there are many different career
choices that become available from taking the course.
You will also have an opportunity to perform
practically on a regular basis and work with
younger children from local primary schools.
Compulsory for extended Diploma:
Unit 1 - Anatomy and Physiology
Unit 2 - Fitness Training and Programming for 		
Health, Sport and Well-being
Unit 3 - Investigating Business in the Sport and 		
Active Leisure Industry

Optional (unit choices to be decided with the
support of your course leader):
Application of Fitness Testing
Sports Psychology
Practical Sports Performance
Coaching for Performance
Research Methods in Sport
Sports Event Organisation
Research Project in Sport
Sports Injury Management
Work Experience in Active Leisure
Leisure Management
Leisure Centre Operations
Sports Performance Analysis
Rules, Regulations and Officiating in Sport
Technical and Tactical Demands of Sport
The course is assessed predominantly through
written coursework; however there will be a variety
of different ways by which you can be assessed.
This could include practical performances as well
as verbal presentations. There is also a mandatory
written exam which is externally marked.
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The Extended Project
The Extended Project
is a coursework based
extracurricular unit
designed to give you
a head start on university
style study.
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a Level 3
course which is taken alongside A-levels. You’ll be
required to complete a project based on a research
topic of your choice. It can be related to a subject
outside of your current areas of study or a topic that
will help with the transition into higher education or
the world of work. The project will be in the form of a
written dissertation into the chosen topic you choose.
The Pearson Edexcel Extended Project qualification
carries UCAS points, which can be used in your
university applications. It can also at some universities
result in an offer at a lower grade.

What does it involve?
The project is an independent piece of study based
on a topic of your choosing, you will research analyse
and evaluate a particular question and present your
findings in a formal format.
In essence the work which you will be doing will give
you a flavour of the type of work, skills and selfmotivation expected of you at university level.

Is surgery the answer to cosmetic defects? Origins of
animal life - God or Science?
The EPQ provides you with the opportunity to:
Have significant input into the design, and take
responsibility for, your own project on an area of
interest.
Demonstrate initiative, creativity and enterprise.
Develop further your independent learning skills and
improve your performance as critical, reflective
learners.
Improve your e-confidence with Google and Internet
research and apply new technologies as appropriate.
What universities say about EPQ?
“UCL welcomes the introduction of the Extended
Project into the curriculum, recognising that it will
develop many of the skills necessary for successful
study at university. For students presenting A levels,
UCL will be accepting a pass in the Extended Project as an alternative to the need to offer a pass in a
fourth subject at AS level.”
University College London
“We welcome the introduction of the Extended
Project and would encourage you to undertake one
as it will help you develop independent study and
research skills and ease the transition from school/
college to higher education.”

Examples of project titles:

University of Cambridge

How has life improved for black South Africans since
the demise of apartheid?

“The University recognises that some A level students
may also choose to offer the Extended Project. In
such cases, some admissions tutors may make two
alternative offers, one of which involves success in
the Extended Project (for example, either AAA at A
level or AAB at A level plus Extended Project).”

How important is body image in society today?
How have advances in technology affected
globalisation?
Is graffiti art or vandalism?
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Enrolment Days
When you have your GCSE (and BTEC) results you
will need to come and enrol.
This is best done on GCSE results day, straight after getting your results. The following day will also be
available for enrolment appointments if preferred. As you enrol you will receive a brief interview to
confirm your course choices. This will be straightforward for some students, but for others additional
advice and guidance will be required at this stage. At this point you will also receive your pre-reading for
your courses to help you start each of your courses on the front foot.
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Notes
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Notes

There are also timetabled opportunities to retake GCSEs in English Language and Maths where
students didn’t achieve a C or higher in these subjects.

www.haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/sixth-form

28
1

2

Haggerston School, Weymouth Terrace,
London E2 8LS. P 020 7739 7324
www.haggerston.hackney.sch.uk
sixthform@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

