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It is with great pride that we
can say that not one single
child was without access
to computing equipment...

Tremendous

”

Headteacher
Ms Emmerson

TECH

Company’s donation of
computer equipment is
a welcome dose of good
news during tough times...
HEADTEACHER Ms Emmerson has
thanked a City law firm who have
donated 63 laptops to our students.
Partners, lawyers and staff of Akin
Gump’s London office raised over £9,000
to buy computer devices so students
could access remote learning.
There was a further generous donation
of £7,000 from the firm itself as well as a

generous amount provided by TET, their
IT supplier.
Ms Emmerson said: “We are
extremely grateful to Akin Gump for
the unbelievable generosity in helping
provide devices for our students.
“The devices have made a significance
difference to our capacity to provide a
first rate education to all students, in a

Amoy in Year 11
and Taeshon in
Year 8 received
the delivery.

challenging moment.
“It is with great pride that we can
say that not one single child was without
access to computing equipment.”
Assistant Headteacher Mr McArdle
added “These devices will go a long
way to supporting students with their
education and we are very grateful of
Akin Gump’s kind donation.”

LETTING CREATIVITY FLOW

DURING school closures students were set a series of challenges to
keep them occupied during the lockdown.
The challenges included designing a thank you card for teachers,
acts of kindness, a poem or short story about 2020 and what they
missed about school. Students rose to the challenge sending us
their pictures which were posted on the school’s social media pages.
Tasked with writing a farewell to 2020, Year 9 students Isabella
and Kyran produced excellent poems reflecting their thoughts on
the year. Year 7 Leila, whose work is pictured, shared what she
missed about school.

Hard work recognised
with Petchey awards
INSPIRING Haggerston students have
been rewarded for their leadership, talent
and volunteering with Jack Petchey
awards.
In total, nine students were rewarded
with the certificates and a £250 prize at an
online ceremony streamed via YouTube in
January.
The money will be spent on new
table tennis tables for the PE department,
and voice recording equipment for the

Languages faculty.
The students involved were
Trevanshae, Reyhannisa, Wenxin,
Shannon, Chloe, Lucia, Luz, Jyotsna and
Ayodele.
Teacher Mr Wadsworth said:
“Celebrating the fantastic success and
achievements of our students is something
both establishments are passionate about
and something we did not want to miss
out on.
“All winners are nominated by their

peers or Haggerston staff members, who
must provide a detailed statement of why
they are deserving of the award.
“The winners are then selected using
various methods, ensuring the contribution
of students at each stage via the student
council, future leaders and other student
lead projects.”
Teacher Mr Johnson won the Jack
Petchey leaders award after receiving a
number of nominations from staff and
students for his contribution to the school.

FILM MAKER IS THE REEL DEAL
GERMAN director Franz Böhm
spoke to students about his new
film and youth activism.
After watching a screening of
his film Dear Future Children, the
documentary maker took part in a
Q&A session with our students.
They quizzed him on career pathways in the film industry and youth
activism during the online session.
Franz (pictured) said: “I want to
thank Haggerston School for this
fantastic opportunity. It is great for
someone making a film
about youth activism to talk to
STUDENTS
young people.”
learned about
Dear
historical misconcepFuture
tions, developing empathy
Children,
and inclusion as part of a
was
project to become an Anti-Racist
released
School. Year 8 students
in January,
discussed topics also including
it follows
the difference between nonthree youth
racist and anti-racist and
activist in
great black Britons during
Hong Kong,
tutor time.
Chile and
Uganda.
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TV STAR’S EDUCATION INSIGHT
OUR sixth form Future Leaders got top
tips from Gogglebox TV star Baasit
Siddiqui during an online talk.
The celebrity (pictured) is a former
teacher, now running an education
company delivering training for
teachers.
He talked to our students about
the value of education, opportunity

Ambitious
Vadim aims
for the top

and acknowledging our own errors in
judgment.
Our Future Leaders, chosen last
year after a rigorous selection process,
mentor younger students and act as
school ambassadors.
Student Voice Lead Mr Rowe said:
“It was a fantastic talk which was
inspirational for all who heard it.”
Vadim hopes
to gain a place
at Oxford or
Cambridge.

AFTER winning a place on a
prestigious scheme, one of our
brightest students will learn all
there is to know about applying for
the world’s top universities.
Year 10 student Vadim has
gained places on Target Oxbridge
and Trinity College’s unique
programme.
It aims to give more students
from African and Caribbean descent
the opportunity to gain places at
Oxford and Cambridge universities.
Students will take part in online
sessions with Trinity College
academics and students, as well as
alumni.
Only 100 places were available
for students with high academic potential on the free online
programme devised by diversity
recruitment specialist, Rare, and
Trinity College.
Vadim said: “I am looking
forward to finding out about what
life at an Oxbridge University will
be like.
“As a young man from a black
background I understand I would
be part of a minority so having
the opportunity to learn about
this beforehand is a real bonus
for me.”

EXCELLING AT
COMPUTER
CODING

STUDENTS have been putting their time
at home during lockdown to good use by
learning how to program computers.
Year 7 students showed they were
promising coders in the making after
excelling when introduced to text-based
coding for the first time.
Year 8 and 9 students continued their

programming journey by creating a number
game and word generator.
A special mention goes to Jensen who
created a text-based challenges game.
Head of Computing, Business and
Economics, Mr Rowe said: “The work
produced during this difficult time has been
of an excellent standard.”
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It’s so
good
to be
back at
school
Headteacher
Ciara Emmerson

Caring volunteers
deliver the goods
HAGGERSTON staff and students
are helping to run a community food shop
on The Kingsmead Estate to
help those struggling during the pandemic.
Behaviour Support Officer Mr Birch is
part of youth organisation Rise 365 which
helps to deliver food to those in need,
and has enlisted local teenagers including
students from Haggerston.
Our students are among a group of 20
sourcing the food from wholesalers, and
then packing and delivering it locally.
The shop also provides hot meals and
shopping bags with pasta, rice, oil, fruit,
veg and meat for five pounds, with all the
money made going back into the shop.
In 2020, Rise 365 distributed a
whopping 30,000 hot meals and delivered
food bags to 300 households in one
weekend.
Mr Birch said: “During September
to October people liked the idea of delivering food on the estate. So a few of us got
together and said ‘let’s do a community
shop’”.
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Mr Birch and Gavin from youth
organisation Rise 365.

THE moment the students walked back into
school it felt like something had lifted.
Schools are not schools without children. It
is hard to express how much we have missed
them and how exciting it is to see and hear the
school building come to life once more. It is
pleasing to see students reacquaint themselves
with their friends and teachers.
It is also a timely reminder, after what has
been the most challenging year, of the reason
why we got into teaching in the first place:
working with children.
Structure is important for us all but particularly for young people and it is clear they are
thriving now they are back at school.
I have been particularly impressed with the
mature attitude that the students have shown
to the lateral flow testing and the efforts they
have made to settle back into the daily routine.
As you will read in this newsletter, the school
has not allowed the pandemic to change our
attitude to standards; I am proud that we
continue to innovate, to be passionate and lead
the way.
It is incredible how quickly you settle
back into your old patterns of working that
it is almost easy to forget we are (hopefully)
emerging from a pandemic. We must of course
remain vigilant but also now look to the future.
I am positive about what lies ahead. One
day soon, students will be learning about the
world by visiting museums and galleries, they
will showcase their musical and sporting
talents at school concerts and fixtures with
their family and friends in the audience and on
the touchlines, we will be together once again.
As always, we take that journey with you;
our staff, students, families and community.

WHILE we cannot
guarantee the
weather, we
can guarantee
our students a top
class education,
whatever the
circumstances.
It’s great to see
so many of our
students embracing
learning whether
that’s in school or
at home.
Meanwhile, during
lockdown students
were encouraged to
take time out away
from their screens
by recording their
hobbies at home.
The Year 7
students shared
their incredible
off-screen activities,
ranging from
knitting skills,
football kick ups,
painting and poetry,
as well as cooking
and flipping
pancakes.

LOCKDOWN
LEARNING
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History lesson
so valuable
STUDENTS learned about the horrors
of Nazi Germany from the daughter of a
survivor of the camps to mark Holocaust
Memorial Day.
Hephizibah Rudofsky’s mother, Lady
Zahava Kohn, was held in Westerbork
and Bergen Belsen concentration camps
during the Second World War.
Hephizibah showed artefacts from
her mother’s time in the camp and took
questions from students.
Year 12 students Eve and Veniqua
recorded introductions for the live broadcast recently and held in remembrance of
those who died in the Holocaust.
The full video of the broadcast can
be viewed at youtube.com

Hephizibah Rudofsky with her
mother, Lady Zahava Kohn, Inset:
Students Eve and Veniqua.

STUDENTS
have maintained their
high standards in history
despite the lockdown. Year 8
students demonstrated they
could explain progress over time
with historical details to support a
clinching argument. Students in
Year 9 continued to work
on their interpretation skills while
studying historical impacts
of the different waves of
feminism.

CREATING COSTUMES

Chinese artwork

STUDENTS will have their art work showcased in a
local restaurant as part of a competition to mark Chinese
New Year. Work by year 8 students Michelle, Zoynal,
Long, Nicolas, Sophie and Vita will grace the menu
covers at the restaurant.

YEAR 7 students
created costumes
inspired by 20th
century avantgarde art movement
Dadaism.
Students Ivo,
Lilly and Hazen used
clothes and objects
found at home to
create the costume for
a Dada performance.
Formed during
the First World War
in Zurich, Dada art is
reaction to the horrors
and folly of the war.
The art, poetry and
performance produced
by Dada artists is
often satirical and
nonsensical in
nature.
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FABULOUS FUNDRAISING

OUR Pride Youth Network
marked LGBTQ+ month by
raising cash for World AIDS day
charity.
They used their lunchtime to
fundraise on behalf of the charity,
collecting £85 from staff and
students.
During assemblies each Head
of Year explored this year’s
theme of Mind, Body and Soul.

The school is also pledged to
promote the welfare of LGBTQ+
people, so they can lead fulfilled
lives.
Meanwhile, the school hosted
a poster competition where
students researched their
LGBTQ+ heroes.
Among those chosen was
gay and civil rights campaigner
Bayard Rustin.

Students showed
their love of reading
on World Book Day.

Buzzing for great books
STUDENTS and staff celebrated
World Book Day remotely by
dressing up as their favourite
literary characters.
They also completed book crafts
and creative activities, and shared
their memories of books they had
read.
The library organised a range of
prizes and competitions to
celebrate and promote a
BUDDING
love of reading.
green entrepreneur
Year 7 and 8
Divyam designed a bottle
were given
made of new reinforced
World Book Day
plastic as part of a UN’s
books to keep by
sustainability goals project.
the library on
He also considered the ethical
their return to
concerns of the production of
school.
the bottle by promising
Our school is
manufacturing staff a fair
also participating
wage. His work earned
in the Bookbuzz
him a £20 Amazon
reading programme
voucher.
which is aimed at
inspiring a love of reading
for 11-13 year olds.
Students in Year 7 and 8 received
a free book of choice during library
lessons from a list covering a wide
YEAR 9 worked with mentors from
range of genres.
top City firm JP Morgan to address
Head of English Ms Jones said:
climate change and have a positive
“Every participating student will
impact on the local environment.
have a book that is theirs to keep
The project – aimed at helping
and be able to take part in lots of
students make informed choices
fun activities”

CLIMATE FOR INSPIRATION
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about education and employment –
will see them present ideas to a panel
of JP Morgan executives.
It is hoped the contest will inspire
a love of STEM and encourage them
to take those subjects at A Level.
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Good sports still
putting in effort
HEAD of PE Mr James says lack of playing
time on the sports field did not get in the
way of engaging with physical activity.

showing just how much exercise our students
are doing outside of their school lessons.
We are now able to begin offering an
extensive extracurricular programme
With national school and
to get our students back out on the
STUDENTS
grass roots sports grinding
courts and pitches; something
used their creativity to
to a halt due to the most
which the staff and students
design a sculpture inspired
recent lockdown, our
alike can’t wait for.
by the Black Lives Matter
students have had less
Next term, we hope to
movement. Students made an
opportunity to take part
be able to offer football,
anti-racism statement with their
in sports.
basketball, badminton,
monuments for the Fourth Plinth
However, students
fitness and dance as well
Competition, run by the London
have been engaging
as the year 9 Duke of
Mayor’s office. The winner
brilliantly with our
Edinburgh club. Informawill have their work
online PE and sport
tion for these clubs will be
displayed on the fourth
lessons, taking part in a
provided for all students and
plinth at Trafalgar
number of different sporting
displayed in the PE department.
Square.
activities and challenges.
Congratulations goes to year 11
These have focussed on increasGCSE and BTEC sport students who
ing physical fitness and preparing for a
have done everything they can to ensure they
return to practical sport.
achieve the best grade possible.
They have documented their activities
I have no doubt that they will be more
across a week in the form of exercise diaries
than ready to sit their summer assessments.

Artistic expression

Talking poetry

The poetry of Christina Rossetti
was the subject of a talk from
Westminster University lecturer
Dr Simon Avery.
Sixth form students got an
insight into life at a top university as
doctor Avery looked at the religious
and political beliefs that informed
Rossetti’s work. They also had
the opportunity to ask Dr Avery
questions about specific aspects
of the poems during the online talk.
Meanwhile, students were inspired
by Benjamin Zephaniah’s poem ‘The
London Breed’ to write their own
verse about life in the capital.

Science Week
THE school marked British Science
Week with exciting experiments
throughout the week in March.
British Science Week creates a
nationwide celebration of science,
technology, engineering and maths.
It is for people of all ages with
thousands of events and activities
taking place across the country.

Designs
rock
STUDENTS used their artistic flair
to create a model of the rock cycle.
This practical shows the stages
including weathering, transportation, compaction and cementation
that help form the three different
types of rocks — igneous,
sedimentary and metamorphic.

LOCKDOWN FILM

GCSE art students were inspired by
objects, events, places and people as
they explored the concept of “I, Me,
Mine”.

TOP

STAFF and students created a
short film documenting their experience of teaching and learning
at home during school closures.
The film, which can be seen on
our social media pages, captures
a specific moment in history.

TWEET
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CREATIVE students made their own floral design Mother’s Day cards.

INPICTURES

STUDENTS showed their appreciation for the
hard work of NHS staff around the country
through their creativity.

STUDENTS reflected on lockdown
by producing artwork inspired by
their personal circumstances. They
created 2D and 3D responses including
photography, painting and drawing.

STUDENTS created
some stunning art which
explored ideas, issues,
concepts and themes
such as the Black Lives
Matter movement and
Men vs Machine.

ASPIRING astrophysicist Ivo created this
amazing painting during lockdown. The
Year 7 student was inspired by a National
Geographic book about planets, solar
systems and galaxies.

STUDENTS at school engaged in online lessons.
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