
LAST year student Harold had one 
ambition – to move into Set 1 for Maths. 
This year he is the top scorer in his entire 
year for the Hegarty Challenge. His secret? 
Hard work. 
     To reach his goal the determined student 
completed all the programme’s online tasks 
through lockdown and all summer. He also 
taught himself all of the top set content.
     Dedicating dozens of hours to reaching 
his goal he is streets ahead of his peers with 
a 100 percent completion rate – the next 
nearest student is on 40 percent.
     The Year 11 student has now been 
moved into the top set and has taught 
himself all the content needed to score a 
grade 9 in his GCSE.

     Harold said: “It makes me proud when 
people ask you for help and you know that 
answer. That was my motivation.”
     “It’s important to work hard toward your 
goals so you can get where you want to 
be. The people that are hardworking get to 
where they want to be.”
     Maths teacher Mr Causton-Marks said: 
“Harold has vastly improved to become one 
of the best students in year 11 by diligently 
completing all of the online Hegarty Maths 
content.”
     “This has taken many hours and has 
made a large impact on his current grade. 
His hard work and determination are a  
great example for other students of what 
can be achieved.”

Harold’s hard work 
adds up to success
Year 11 student reveals his secret for achieving top maths score. 

“
”

It’s important to work 
hard toward your goals 
so you can get where 
you want to be. The 
people that are hard-
working get to where 
they want to be...
Harold, Year 11
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Harold puts 
his excellent 
results down 
to hard work. 

Recorder
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Future Leaders selected

Taking the pledge

The Future Leaders will help younger students with their reading and writing.

READERS SPREAD THE WORD

THE hard working Headteacher’s 
Ambassadors have pledged to be  
the “link between staff and students” 
after being selected for this academic 
year.

They will meet regularly with 
senior teachers to discuss new 
initiatives to improve school life. 

Students were chosen for the 
role by staff. It is the most senior 
responsibility for any Year 11 
student. 

They can be recognised by the 
gold trim on their blazers and are 
always available to fellow students 
for chats about school life.

STUDENTS have spoken about how 
they fell in love with literature after 
joining the school’s Accelerated Reader 
Programme. 

The STAR Reading Assessment app 
helps to manage and monitor children’s 
independent reading practice. 

Each child selects a book, reads 
it at their own pace and then takes a 
short quiz, which shows how well they 

have understood what they read. 
Year 8 Fione said: “I really like that 

we can choose any book. I love reading 
and quizzes at the end of the book 
definitely helps.”

Year 8 Zoynal added: “I like the fact 
you’re in control of what books you 
choose. I’m a fast reader. I think doing 
the quiz at the end of the book is really 
good.”

SIXTH form students will learn leadership 
skills as they mentor younger pupils with 
their reading and writing after coming 
through a rigorous selection process. 

The 16 students were picked as  
Future Leaders after demonstrating the key 
skills needed to take up the role in their 
applications.

They are given black and gold lanyards 
so fellow students can recognise them and 
ask for help. Other jobs include showing 
parents around the school. 

Year 12 Jake said: “I chose to apply 
because it was an opportunity to do 
something different and get involved in 
the way the school is run and the decisions 
which are made.  

“I wanted to help the other students 
here and look forward to making decisions 
in their best interests.” 

Year 12 Fatima added: “The future 
leader programme really improved my 
motivation to get more involved in school 
life. 

“Obviously, it’s been a challenging  
and different year for everyone and I 
wanted to give back in some way. 

“I wanted to be involved in shaping 
the school and the way we are taught. It’s 
a really exciting opportunity, which I’m 
thankful to have been given.”



Students focus  
on town planning
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WELCOME DONATIONS
OUR kind-hearted students 
have collected and donated 
food to those in need just in 
time for Christmas.

The school chose to collect 
items for Hackney Food Bank.

Student leaders overseeing 
the collection of non-perishable 
items at the school gates later 
delivered them to the food bank.

Mr McArdle said: “There is 
a need within the community. 

Individuals are suffering with the 
build-up to Christmas following 
Covid-19 and many people are 
out of jobs. 

“One of our values is to 
do this with character. We 
are trying to instil a sense of 
community in the students. 

“We try to make 
opportunities in various ways  
to ensure our students leave  
us as good citizens.”

NEWS IN BRIEF

STUDENTS put their design and presenta-
tion skills to the test when they took part in 
an urban regeneration project. 
     The Year 10 students created a property 
company to regenerate the fictional town 
centre of Ellham for the Urban Plan  
Challenge in November.
     They were split into five teams and 
received advice from the UK’s top urban 
planners and architects via Zoom meetings.  
     Each group had to use financial  
planning tools, maps and models to  
create their designs and then present their 
improvement pitches to “Yorkton Council”. 
     The teams had to include the reasons why 

their plans were the most sustainable,  
profitable and attractive. 
     Students Vidhitsha, Orson, Peter, Fadilah 
and Rudy from the aptly named Team 
Flourish took home the top prize for their 
regeneration scheme idea.
     Vidhitsha said: “It improved my  
understanding of buildings and architecture 
and the things we have to consider when 
planning, for example, the impact of the 
environment.”
     “We won as our house was determined to 
be in the 35 percent affordable housing rate. 
We mixed affordable housing with office 
space.”

STUDENTS have been learning 
about health and how food gives 
you energy during their fascinating 
science lessons. 
     Year 7 students have experiment-
ed by burning different types of food 
under boiling tubes of water to show 
how much energy they contain.
     They measured the energy 
amounts by recording the  
temperature of the water before  
and after the food was burned  
using a Bunsen burner. 

OUR PE department has laid the 
groundwork for a new student  
leadership initiative this year. 
     School sport has been dramati-
cally affected by the pandemic and 
the PE department has used the 
time to improve engagement.
     Year 10 students have applied 
to become sports leaders and form 
a Sports Union, which will work on 
ways the department can be more 
inclusive. Chosen students will 
liaise with staff about improvements 
and come up with ways to celebrate 
successes within the department.  
 
BRIGHT Year 9 students are  
preparing ideas on how to affect 
positive change in society for the  
JP Morgan Schools Challenge. 
     The scheme gives students the 
chance to work with professionals 
who assist with workshops, office 
visits and careers advice. 
     They are also exploring ways to 
bring communities together when 
faced with challenges similar to the 
Covid-19 restrictions. 
     This year the challenge has been 
temporarily moved online due to  
the pandemic with students talking 
to mentors via Zoom calls and  
webinars.  They will present their 
ideas to JP Morgan staff in March.

STUDENTS have been learning how to show height on a map by making their 
own contour models and illustrations for a project in geography class.

MARVELLOUS MAPS



Headteacher  
Ciara Emmerson
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Young actors turn a  
crisis into a drama

Headteacher Mrs Emmerson  
reflects on the many positives  
of a challenging term.

IT has been a very different  
Autumn Term with lots of changes 
for students and staff to adapt to.  
     It has been hard to accept that 
some of the annual events which 
we normally enjoy so much have 
not been able to take place.  
     We would usually be gearing 
up for our Christmas production at 
this point in the term and making 
plans for end of term celebration 
assemblies.  
     Even the mock exam period  
has had to adjust to various  
disruptions and new regulations.  
     Nevertheless, I am very proud of 
the way staff have found  
creative ways to adapt the  
traditions, routines and opportuni-
ties we normally take for granted 
and I hope this festive edition  
of The Haggerston Recorder  
gives you a flavour of the activities 
students have undertaken.  
     In a few weeks, you will be able 
to view your child’s DPR report 
online which I’m sure will give you 

a long-awaited update on their 
progress and achievements.  
     We know it will take time for 
students to catch up on learning 
missed last academic year so 
these assessments are a staging 
post on their academic journey 
this year and will hopefully help to 
signpost the areas they are secure 
in and where they need more 
support so that they can be more 
targeted in their efforts.
     I am pleased to announce that 
in January, we will resume our 
Elective Enrichment Programme 
for Years 7 and 8 which will take 
place on Friday afternoons.  
     Students will shortly be picking 
their preferences and Mrs Lewis 
will be working hard to make sure 
all students are allocated to one  
of their choices.  
     It is a small step back towards 
normality but hopefully the first of 
many. 
     This Christmas is an important 
opportunity to rest and rechange 
and hopefully spend some time 
with loved ones at the end of a 
challenging year.  I wish you all a 
very happy Christmas break.

THE show must go on for our GCSE 
Drama students who are rehearsing  
for their final performance exam 
inspired by the pandemic lockdown.
     The students have already 
successfully completed one of 
their practical exams, despite 
Coronavirus restrictions, performing 
interpretations of contemporary 
plays. 
     Meanwhile, Year 10 students  
discussed tips to maintain good  
mental health during the lockdown 
period. 
     Student health and happiness is 
being promoted to combat feelings  
of anxiety and loneliness in the  
periods of isolations. 
     The students are now in the 
process of sharing their tips on 
maintaining good mental health with 
teachers. 
     The information will be shared 
with all students to help those who 
may need it.

Proud of our reaction



Socking it to the bullies

Art’s powerful message

STUDENTS gave a big thumbs down to 
bullying by celebrating their differences and 
individuality during Odd Socks Day.
     The school marked Anti-Bullying Week 
by encouraging students to wear different 
colour socks to help raise awareness. 
     Student Jake said: “The day sent an 
important message to students that they 
should be allowed to be themselves, free 
from bullying.”
     “It helped us to celebrate Anti-Bullying 
Week in a fun and positive way. I hope to 
see us taking part next year.”
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STUDENTS have created stunning art work 
inspired by anti-racism campaigning as part  
of a schoolwide project.
     They have been inspired by tackling 
historical misconceptions of races whilst 
looking at inclusion and diversity. 
     Year 8 student Khadija said: “We can 
help by educating a person when you 

witness or hear them doing something  
racist, going to protests and supporting 
businesses.” 
     “The held hands represent unity and the 
colours represent everyone’s differences.” 
     “Everyone is celebrating each other’s 
differences and how we are trying to come 
together to defeat racism.”

THE school has launched its first ever 
African-Caribbean Society (ACS) to 
promote tolerance and acceptance. 
     The new society, set up in December, 
provides a safe space for students to talk 
about issues they face and celebrate  
different cultures. 
     At meetings students will learn more 
about African and Caribbean cultures. 
     Mr Akumah said: “The aim is for 
students to come together to learn more 
about the diverse cultures and build upon  
the tradition of tolerance, acceptance and 
pride in who we are and where we have 
come from.”

CREATIVE MINDS 
SHOW ARTWORK

NEW SOCIETY 
IS LAUNCHED

FOR MORE NEWS 
VISIT OUR SITE
HAGGERSTON. 
HACKNEY.SCH.UK

OUR talented Sixth Form  
students have been showing  
off their A Level coursework. 
     The class has been experi-
menting with different materials 
and screen printing. 
     Nayeema and Erin are  
pictured above hard at work.

Students and our chef (below) show their support for the colourful campaign.
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Mr Johnson thanked students 
for his award nomination.

Mr Johnson 
wins award 
for excellent 
leadership
MODERN foreign languages 
teacher Mr Johnson has been 
honoured with a national  
leadership award.
     The popular teacher was 
handed £750 after being  
nominated by students for a  
Jack Petchey Leaders Award. 
     The award scheme recog- 
nises commitment to supporting 
young people and is designed to 
give students the chance to say 
‘thank you’ to their teachers and 
mentors. 
     Mr Johnson, who was  

nominated by the Year 12 Future 
Leaders, was selected along with 
a handful of national winners. 
     His grant will be spent on 
improving the school or student 
experiences.
     He said: It’s an exciting  
challenge to use this money to 
make a difference and do some-
thing impactful for the school.”
     “Thank you to the students 
who nominated me for this 
award. It means so much  
coming from the students and  
I am very grateful.”

TREMENDOUS TACHES

MUSIC MAKERS

STAFF and students have 
been growing moustaches 
to raise money for men’s 
health charities as part of 
Movember. 

£1,737 has been 
collected to help raise 
awareness of prostate 
cancer, testicular cancer 
and male suicide. 

Ten members of staff 
— Mr McArdle, Mr Carvajal, 

Mr John, Mr Wadsworth, 
Mr Truan, Mr A Rowe, Mr 
Clements, Mr D Rowe, Mr 
Nicholson and Mr Larini 
and two students — Samir 
and Loki took part. 

Mr McArdle said: “The 
funds raised is a testament 
to the generosity of our 
Haggerston community 
and I would like to thank 
all those who contributed.”

OUR talented year 11 
students are composing 
their own songs as 
part of their GCSE 
coursework. 

They are using a 
variety of instruments 
and software, which 
helps them develop 
production skills, to 
create their exciting 

original pieces.
The students are also 

supported by a singing 
teacher at school who 
is helping them create 
effective melodies before 
they hand in their final 
submissions in February.

Student Shannon has 
won praise for her piano 
power ballad.

YEAR 7 students have 
created stunning art work 
inspired by learning how to 
stay safe online.
     Students learned about 
social networks, computer 
viruses, hackers and  
social engineers during  
the e-safety project.
     Year 7 student Sumeya 
said: “I have learned how to 
keep information safe and 
how important your digital 
footprint is.”

SAFETYNET

     Meanwhile, Year 8 stu-
dents have been learning 
about binary code and Year 
9 and 10 have been looking 
into the hardware that 
makes computers work.
     Year 11 students 
have been working on 
programming and have 
used their skills to begin 
developing a simple, text 
based computer game.
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Read all 
about it! 

TEACHING METHOD IS TALKING THEIR LANGUAGE

BREXIT TALK

SUPERHEROES INSPIRE WORDS OF WISDOM

OUR brilliant linguists have 
been getting to grips with 
modern foreign languages 
by self-quizzing.
     Our Spanish teachers 
have created a video 
demonstrating the correct 
way to use the method, 
which helps students 
quickly master vocabulary 
and practice before 
assessments.
     Year 8 and Year 9 
students have been using 
the method to help them 
revise and learn vocabulary 
effectively since October.

BREXIT has been topic of lively 
discussions in our business 
studies GCSE class this term.
     The impact the UK’s 
withdrawal from the EU on the 
world economy sparked debate 
among Year 11 students.
     Year 11 Subair said: “Learning 
about the impact of Brexit on 
British businesses fascinating, 
after class I looked at how 
businesses in London will  
cope without a trade deal.
     Fellow Year 11 Jamal added: 
“I am now considering choosing 
Business or Economics at Key 
Stage 5. 
     “I am excited about 
developing my own business 
ideas around opening a comic 
store.”
     Meanwhile, Year 13 economics 
students have looked at the 
similarities between the economy 
today and the last recession in 
2008.
     They discussed whether 
it was right or wrong that the 
government is spending large 
amounts of money to support 
the economy, or whether it could 
damage the economy further in 
the long-run.

Sofia shows her prize for being one of 
the top ten borrowers at the library.

STUDENTS have been showing off 
their English work around the school 
after studying gender and race topics. 
     Year 8 students have looked at  
diverse representation in film, the 
media and wider society as part of a 
study of Liberal Worlds.
     They were asked to consider what 
it means to have a Superhero that 

represents them and that they can 
look up to. Muhammad wrote about 
the Black Panther film and comic 
series. He said: “Black Panther shows 
your gender or race doesn’t make 
a difference to how good you are at 
something. It really is inspiring.”
     Karolina said: “Wonder Woman is 
an important role model for all women. 

She inspires me to be more ambitious.”
     Students are rewarded with  
beautiful work prizes and shout outs 
in English every two weeks.
     Head of English Ms Jones said: 
“Students are able to see their work 
being recognised and also celebrate 
the fantastic projects completed  
within their year group.”

OUR fantastic library has fully reopened to 
offer all students the chance to browse,  
borrow and study in a safe and secure way. 
     To coincide with the reopening, the 
school has launched its first ever bi-monthly 
library newsletter, which is jam-packed with 
quizzes, competitions and student-teacher 
interviews. 
     Applications for student librarians have 
also begun, with requests pouring in from 
book-loving students. 
     Librarians Ms Samy and Ms Verma 
provided a mobile book delivery service to 
classrooms while the library was shut.

WRAPPING UP 
FOR WINTER
YEAR 7 students made fleece hats 
as part of their first Textiles Design 
and Technology project.
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YEAR 7 students on their first day at the school.

YEAR 11 Food Preparation and 
Nutrition students have been 
making different types of bread 
such as focaccia, soda bread, 
pizza pinwheels and tortillas.

YEAR 9 students redesigned 
face visors to make them 
more comfortable for staff to 
wear as part of a development 
challenge in Design and  
Technology class.

OUR Year 7 students show off their mobile phone stands in Product Design class.

YEAR 7 and 8 students made 
their own reusable face masks 
in their Design and Technology 
lessons.

OUR Youth Pride Network created this 
stunning piece of art – on display in 
our central staircase – to mark World 
AIDS day 2020.  Special thanks goes to 
Jo Thompson and Jenny Haynes  
for their creativity and support. 

OUR wellbeing advent calendar 
features a different bauble revealing 
a new activity designed to support 
a positive outlook and get students 
thinking about wellbeing. 

INPICTURES
YEAR 12 
students  
showed off 
their creative 
flair in A Level 
Art class.
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