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LEADING LEADING 
THE WAYTHE WAY

Following the  
closures caused by 
the pandemic, our  

Future Leaders 
helped younger  
students return  

to school...

OUR Year 12 Future Leaders have been helping their 
younger peers feel more comfortable at school following 
the closures caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
     The programme sees the sixth form students mentor 
pupils in year groups 7 to 10 as they reacclimatise to 
school life following the closures. 
     Year 12 Future Leader, Eve, said: “The lockdown and 
the pandemic has been hard on a lot of us but I think the 
younger students have found it the toughest. 
     “We wanted to do something for them to make them 
feel supported. It is important for them to have someone 
who has been in their position who can understand what 
they are going through. 
     “It is maybe easier to talk to us than teachers because 
it is less pressure as we are a similar age.”
     Fellow Year 12, Jass, added: “I think it is important 
for the younger students but it also helps us older 
students as well. 
     “When you are a role model for the younger students 
you have to be responsible. 
     “These younger students are looking up to us so you 
have to be the best version of yourself. 
     “You have to be aware of what you are doing and 
how that will impact them. It has made me more 
reflective.”

Jass and Tyrell (top) and Vivien and Yuzeir are fine examples of how 
our Future Leaders are helping younger students settle back at school.



Mental health matters
THE school celebrated Mental Health Awareness 
Week by putting student happiness at the top of 
the agenda. 
     There was a wellbeing display in the atrium, 
assemblies and a discussion in form groups taking 
place across the week in May. Students were 
invited to apply to become Wellbeing Champions. 
There was also a logo design competition. 
     Year 12 Dorcas said: “As a student I have al-
ways felt supported by the school and thought that 
if I need help then it is always there for me. 
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“ ”
Mental Health Awareness 
Week was a chance to  
remind students we are 
here to support their  
wellbeing.
WELLBEING LEAD, MS RAY-CHOUDHURI

OUR new Year 8 librarians are putting 
their knowledge to good use by recom-
mending books for their peers. 
     Alongside filing and checking  
books in and out, the team is tasked with  
helping their classmates find a good read. 

Year 8 Alinda has been recommending 
#MurderTrending.
     She said: “I love books, so it’s a real 
pleasure to work with them and to offer 
advice to other students. It’s a really nice 
feeling to help find a book for someone. 

     Fellow librarian Eduardo recommends 
Alex Rider. 
     He said: “I like being a librarian. It 
means I get to work with books and also 
hang out with other people who enjoy 
books as much as I do.”

     “Mental Health Awareness Week was a positive 
reminder that we need to take care of our mental 
health and support each other.”
     Wellbeing Lead, Ms Ray-Choudhuri, said: 
“Mental Health Awareness Week was a chance  
to remind students we are here to support their  
wellbeing. We want our students to be positive 
about their mental health, to look after it and if 
needed take advantage of the many services we 
have on offer at school.”

LIBRARIANS RECOMMEND THEIR GOOD READS

MY LIFE AT HAGGERSTON
What primary school did you attend? 
Colveston Primary School
Currently studying? A Levels in biology, 
philosophy and history. 
What was your first day like?  I had been 
to summer camp so I knew quite a few of 
the other students. I walked to school with 
my friends so overall found it quite easy 
on my first day. 
Most memorable moment? It has to be 
the sports day where I broke my leg doing 
the long jump. 
Happiest moment?  There is not just 
one moment. I spent many happy times 

in the playground with my friends. Great 
memories. 
Best thing about Haggerston School? 
Though I have never really needed it, I 
have always felt very supported at school. 
The teachers are genuinely kind and look 
after you, that makes it easy to come here. 
What will you miss about Haggerston? 
The friendships I have made. Who knows 
if after we all go to university or off into 
the world we will stay together. I’m sure 
some will. I will miss the people the most. 
Where next? The University of East  
London to study physiotherapy, hopefully.

BY JOSEPH (YEAR 13)

Joesph  
pictured  
in Year 7  

(inset) and 
Year 13.

We are very proud of our new school Wellbeing Wall, which is a great source 
of information for our students and a place they can turn to for inspiration.
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TAKING PRIDE  
IN SUPPORTING 
THE COMMUNITY

RISING TO THE 
CHALLENGE

STUDENTS used their creativity to 
raise awareness of how to tackle 
discrimination as part of Pride Month.
     Year 7 and 8 students from the 
Pride Youth Network celebrated 
International Day Against 
Homophobia, Biphobia and 
Transphobia IDAHOBIT.
     Students from our Pride Youth 
Network hosted stalls in the library 
and put on several events in school 
to mark the month.
     The school library also marked 
Pride Month with a display of free 
books from Educate and Celebrate.
     The books were then added to the 
new school library software. 
     Teacher Mr Rowe said: “I am
proud of the dedication to challenging 
discrimination that students have 
shown during Pride Month.”

BRIGHT students have earned 
their placed among the top 
mathematicians in the country after 
scoring top marks in a nationwide 
maths competition. 
     Haggerston students smashed 
records by receiving the highest 
number of awards ever as part of 
a national UK Mathematics Trust 
challenge.
     Year 7 Antonio (pictured) was 
awarded gold in the prestigious UKMT 
challenge, marking him out as among 
the country’s best performers. The 
test was sat in school under normal 
exam conditions. 
     Over 700,000 students from 
across the UK take part in the 
challenge. This year we had the 
highest amount of students winning 
bronze, silver and gold awards 
since we started taking part in this 
challenge 10 years ago.

A FORMER Haggerston School student 
has won a prestigious award from the 
Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology and 
Neuroscience (IoPNN).
     Year 12 Yasmin impressed judges from 
the IoPNN based at Kings College London 
after submitting an application for their 
youth awards.
     She was among a select group of 
15–18-year-olds chosen for the award with 
a prize that includes £50 book voucher.
     Yasmin also took part in a series of 
virtual workshops run by IoPNN in June. 
     The youngster, who is studying A Lev-
els in sociology, psychology and Spanish, 
says the award is a step towards her dream 
of studying at Kings College.
     She said: “It is a huge achievement to 
be given this award, it means absolutely 
loads to me. This is what I want to do a as 
career so it is a step in the right direction.
     “The course was really interesting and 
gave me insight into the different career 
options for a psychology graduate.
     “I have to score all A grades in my A 
Levels to get into Kings College to study 
psychology This has given me the extra 
motivation.”

Yasmin scoops 
a top accolade

“ ”
It is a huge  
achievement to be 
given this award, it 
means absolutely 
loads to me... 
YASMIN, YEAR 12



Turf job finding field

Fundraising ideas
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WHAT a year it has been! 
     I thought by now things would have started 
to feel more normal but we have had as many 
challenges this term as we did in the Autumn.  
     I am still hopeful that September will be a 
new start; the changes to self-isolation rules will 
certainly help to reduce staff absence and the 
numbers of students missing teaching.  
     I no longer expect things to get better all at 
once; small incremental steps back to normality 
are much more realistic. 
     Looking back over the year, I am proud of 
our students’ resilience and commitment to 
their learning and of our staff, who have been so 
adaptable and conscientious throughout.  
     I am proud that we managed to run sports day, 
Duke of Edinburgh, geography field trips, Speak 
Out Challenge and the graduation ceremonies  
this term.  These were so much more complex 
to organise and I am grateful to the staff who 
diligently made plans and then continued to adapt 
them to a changing Covid situation. 
     These experiences are so important for 
students and whilst only a fraction of our usual 
Summer term trips were offered, each one  
represents that step back to normal.  
     You will soon receive your child’s end of year 
report through the DPR, which gives a review of 
their knowledge and skills across all their sub-
jects.  Time to celebrate their academic achieve-
ments and set goals for next year.  
     However, there have been many other 
achievements worth celebrating this term, from 
fundraising campaigns to sporting prowess and 
I hope this edition of the Recorder gives you a 
flavour of the excellence achieved day in and day 
out by Haggerston students. 
     Have a wonderful, restful and healthy summer.

Taking 
small 
steps 
is way 
forward
Headteacher  
Ciara Emmerson

SCIENCE students have been on the hunt for the perfect 
site for a new sports field as an experiment for their 
ecology fieldwork.
     They have been getting their hands dirty by testing 
the soil at Haggerston Park to see which spot would be 
the best to withstand the pressure from hosting sporting 
events. The Year 11 students have been using soil kits to 
analyse the earth whilst also putting their tape measures 
and quadrats to good use to mark off the pitch. 

YEAR 12 business students have been praised for raising 
money for charity despite Covid restrictions.
     As part of their coursework for BTEC Business, they 
planned events to fundraise for charities including Cancer 
Research UK, Crisis UK and Muslim Aid.
     With Covid restrictions in place, students opted to run a 
selection of smaller-scale events targeting year group bubbles 
to overcome this obstacle.
     They included a football tournament, quizzes and a cake 
sale which all took place across a week in June.
     Assistant Headteacher, Mr McArdle, said: “Organising an 
event in a normal time can be stressful and challenging, these 
students have the added pressure of more restrictions and 
have excelled.”

DEBATING DEBATING 
HOT TOPICSHOT TOPICS

YEAR 7 students have been getting lessons in public 
speaking by expressing their views with a purpose while 
taking part in debate classes.
     Every Friday afternoon students have been learning 
the finer points of what makes a formal debate during the 
extracurricular debate classes. 
     From performing speeches to debating topics, the 
students have focused on the skills needed to get their 
ideas across effectively.
     Teacher, Mr Rowe, said: “The next stop for some of the 
Haggerston debaters could be the House of Parliament 
once they master their debating skills.”
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CUNNING PLAN 
LINED-UP FOR 
ROBOTS

GETTING A TASTE FOR SIXTH FORM

A GROUP of Year 8 students have  
constructed and programmed a robotic 
arm to pick up and let go of things as part 
of the Haggerston Robot Challenge.
     Another group of students constructed 
a hopper robot and have programmed it to 
move in a precise way.
     Year 8 science students have been 
programming their artificial intelligence 
since Easter.
     Every week there is a different  
challenge to be met and by the end of it 
students are hoping the robot might be 
able to do their school work for them.

YEAR 11 students took part in A Level taster classes for Sixth Form Transition 
Week. 
     In addition, students took part in a wide range of activities, such as writing like 
an academic, and A-level Mindset. 
     They got the chance to test out four subjects to help them make informed deci-
sions about what to study next academic year. 
     Students planning on studying art got the chance to visit the newly re-opened 
Museum of Home. We are looking forward to GCSE Results Day on 12 August 
where Year 11 students will be enrolling into our Sixth Form.

A GEOGRAPHY fieldtrip gave 
students an opportunity to see the 
real-world effects of climate change.
     Year 10 GCSE students visited 
the beach at Walton-on-the-Naze to 
study coastal erosion in July.
     They looked at the challenges 
faced by the council in managing the 
coastline such as the risk of flooding.
     They also conducted a sediment 
survey and looked at the impact 
climate change will have on coastal 
towns of the future. The coast in  
Walton-on-the-Naze is rich with  
history with some rocks estimated  
to be up to 50 million years old. 

TWEET OF THE TERM

COASTLINE COASTLINE 
CHALLENGES CHALLENGES 

Students 
had fun 
developing 
a range 
of robots 
as part of 
the recent 
Haggerston 
Robot 
Challenge.

Students taking part in Sixth Form Transition Week.



Year 12 students who took part in the Mathematics Curiosity Show at the Royal Institute.

Young mathematicians 
enjoy Curiosity Show trip
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FORMER students returned to the school to 
take part in an anti-racist Black Lives Matter 
seminar hosted by the school.
     Haggerston alumni spoke to current Year 10 
students about their experiences at university 

and in the world of work. The former students 
were drawn from a wide variety of career paths 
including football coaching, medicine, law and 
teaching. The seminar was set up to give stu-
dents the chance to talk openly with older peers 

about their experiences in the wake of the Black 
Lives Matters protest.
     The ongoing project provides students with 
academic support and career guidance whilst 
also being active in fighting racism at school.  

YEAR 12 students took part in the first 
in-person interactive maths quiz at the 
Royal Institution since lockdown ended. 
     The students travelled to the historic 
lecture theatre in Westminster to take part 
in the Mathematics Curiosity Show. 
     The show was hosted by Ben Sparks 
from Sparks Maths and mathematicians, 
Katie Steckles and Rob Eastaway in June.
     The hosts are passionate about showing 
the fun side of mathematics and how it is 
used in all parts of everyday life.
     In the interactive show, the trio fired 
quiz questions, curiosities and plenty of 
mathematical surprises.
     Students were then put into teams and 
asked to complete questions based on 
real-life scenarios.
     The show aims to inspire and provoke 
mathematical reasoning outside of the 
classroom.

YEAR 8 students narrowly missed out  
winning a prize at nationwide Green Skills 
eco competition 2021. 
     Sadhbh, Micaela, Georgia, Olivia and 
Anjuma were recognised for their fine 
research skills. They were tasked with 
assessing the green credentials of five  
top multinational companies as part of a 

nationwide project.
     They looked at use of renewable energy, 
pollution contributed, and whether they 
exploited workers in their supply chain.
     They were asked to consider the success 
of the company and evaluated their eco 
credentials. They then had to present what 
they had found.

FIVE GO  
ON ECO 
QUEST

Talking about Black Lives Matter
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GROUP EARNS TASTY PRIZE

STUDENTS were rewarded for their hard work achieving 
the highest credits with a pizza party.
     In June, Kariym, Luz, Alfie, Chloe, Tafari, Amy, Nana, 
Theo and Luna were all treated with a delicious cheesy 
lunch after getting the highest credits throughout the 
Spring term.
     The students chomped down on pizza with their  
favourite toppings as a reward for all their hard work  
during a difficult term.

DRAMA students took advantage  
of the re-opening of theatres by  
attending two new productions 
which informed their own work.
     In June and July all GCSE and 
A Level Drama students had the 
opportunity to attend exciting new 
theatrical productions exploring 
trauma, lockdown, belonging,  
identity and race.
     The productions were in prepara-
tion for students performing a work 
of their own, which accounts for 40 
per cent of their overall grade.
     The first production they  
attended was The Sun, The Moon, 
And The Stars at Stratford Royal 
East. 
     The powerful 60-minute long 
monologue was performed by 
Kibong Tanji, playing Femi who 
is visited by her brother’s ghost, 
revealing the final moments before 
his murder.
    The new play has been getting 
rave reviews and explores the  
extents one young woman will go  
to in her quest for justice.
     The second production students 
attended was Out West at the Lyric 
Hammersmith.
     The production was a trio of  
new plays by Tanika Gupta,  
Simon Stephens and Roy Williams 
exploring race and identity, and our 
sense of purpose.
     Not only were the days out to 
the theatre a welcome change from 
classroom work, but it will help 
them in their written exam where 
they will have to evaluate live 
theatre. 
     The students could also model 
techniques they observed at the 
productions into their own work as 
well.

ALL of us here at Haggerston School are devastated 
to learn of the death of our dear friend and colleague 
Ms Kate Ford. Our thoughts are with her family 
and friends at this terrible time. She was a much-

Theatrical trips  
offer inspiration

     On July 5 and 6, students put 
together a group piece for their 
practical exam, which is worth 
almost half of their overall 
GCSE and A Level grade.
     Their pieces explored both 
personal stories and wider 
issues, including imprisonment, 
expectations, responsibility and 
power. 

loved and 
respected 
teacher. 
We are so 
grateful 
for her 
service to 
Haggerston 
School over 
36 years.

Drama students 
rehearse their 
work following 
the theatre trips.
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INPICTURES

YEAR 11 students took a class  
trip to the newly re-opened  
Museum of Home to get a 
chance to experience new art.
     In June, five art students 
visited the museum in Hoxton 
where they learned about new 
photographers and artists. They 
also learned techniques which 
will be used in their own A Level 
coursework.
     Mitzh, Malak, Agnes, Ben  
and Alice were delighted to  
experience art in a gallery 
setting before getting down to 
some drawing of their own.

YEAR 11 and 13 student’s 
artwork will go on show at a 
nationwide online exhibition.
     They have been selected 
for the inter-school Art Matters 
initiative to give their work the 
chance to be seen by a wider 
audience. 
     The artwork is a celebration 
of the hard work put in by Year 
11 and 13 students over the past 
two years.
     Art Matters is a collaboration 
between schools, colleges and  
universities. 
     Haggerston School is one of 
16 secondary schools to have 
been selected to display the best 
artwork from students. 
     View the online gallery at 
artmatterslondon.org.

STUDENT 
Shuaayeb has  
astounded staff 
with his tech 
skills by building 
his own computer 
from scratch.
     He was  
inspired after 

WE HAVE been putting on a taster week for our new Year 12s joining us in  
September. It got off to a terrific start with lessons in maths, biology, geography 
and Spanish, concluding with an assembly celebrating their successes  
during the week and how this is the time to seize the opportunity to prepare 
themselves for the next steps in their education.

YEAR 9 students went on a two-day camping 
expedition through Epping Forest as part of 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme.
     The students swapped their comfortable 
beds for soggy fields under the night stars.
     They had to channel their inner Bear 
Grylls by navigating the terrain using a 
map and compass through a number of 
checkpoints in the Essex countryside. 
     Before heading into the wilderness, they 
completed training in map and compass 
work, camp craft, basic first-aid and tent 
management. 

tafter taking part in a systems  
architecture lesson.
     In March he sourced parts for his  
futuristic computer build. He then went 
on to build his own computer creation 
with these specifications:
Case: Corsair Carbide 275r Airflow
Motherboard: B450M Steel Legend
RAM: Crucial Ballistix RGB 2x8GB 
3200mhz
PSU: Corsair TX650M 80+ GOLD
CPU: Ryzen 5 3600XT 4.5ghz
CPU Cooler: Cooler Master H412R
GPU: Gigabyte G1 Gaming GTX 1070 
Triple Fan


