
Lifting Covid-19 Restrictions  
On the 21-Feb-22, the government updated their guidance regarding the lifting of restrictions around isolation and 
testing requirements - see below for a summary of changes and links to revised guidance. Hackney Education has 
arranged a Covid-19 Headteacher’s briefing on 1-Mar-22 to review the amended guidance with schools.  
 
Schools COVID-19 operational guidance - February 2022:  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1056991/2202
24_Schools_guidance.pdf  
  
In the meantime, Hackney Education and Hackney Public Health want to be notified of any confirmed Covid-19 cases 
amongst staff and pupils in the school using their online form. This will help them to identify any outbreaks and target 
support quickly. 
  
Summary of guidance changes: 
Self-isolation 

 From 24-Feb-22, self-isolation following a positive test will no longer be required. However, adults and children 
who test positive will continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for at least five 
full days, and then continue to follow the guidance until they have received two negative test results on 
consecutive days. 

 Routine contact tracing will end. Fully vaccinated close contacts and those aged under 18 will no longer be asked 
to test daily for seven days, and close contacts who are not fully vaccinated will no longer be required to self-
isolate. 

 If a parent or carer insists on a pupil with confirmed or suspected Covid attending school or college, schools can 
take the decision to refuse the pupil if, in the school’s reasonable judgement, it is necessary to protect other 
pupils and staff from possible infection with Covid. 

 More details can be found in the Living with Covid-19 plan: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-living-with-covid-19/covid-19-response-
living-with-covid-19  

 N.B. It’s important to note that the information on contact tracing and isolation in the updated operational 
guidance for education settings, only applies until 23-Feb-22. From the 24-Feb-22, schools and colleges should 
follow the new guidance to be published by UKHSA. 
 

Testing 

 With immediate effect, the Government has removed the guidance for staff and students in most education and 
childcare settings to undertake twice-weekly asymptomatic testing. 

 Staff and students of secondary age and above in SEND settings, alternative provision settings, and SEND units 
within mainstream settings or equivalent in further education colleges are advised to continue twice-weekly 
testing. Specialist and AP settings will continue to be able to order tests on a weekly basis to support this. 

 Hackney’s Director of Public Health or Local Health Team may advise staff and pupils in year 7 and above to 
undertake testing for a period of time, e.g., in the event of an outbreak identified in a school / setting. In these 
circumstances, mainstream schools and colleges will be able to order tests. 

 Anyone with symptoms should take a PCR test, stay at home and follow government guidance if positive. People 
who have tested positive will continue to be advised to stay at home for five full days and then receive two 
negative test results on consecutive days before returning to their workplace or setting. 

 More information on asymptomatic testing in education settings from 21-Feb-22 (what, why and when) can be 
found here:   
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VDs5obas6OOzqc2KZ4gtUyOcgX9J3mhJ/view  

 
Remote education 

 The regulations requiring education settings to provide remote learning to pupils isolating for Covid-19 related 
reasons lapse on the 24-Mar-22. The updated guidance, however, asks schools to “maintain your capacity to 
deliver high-quality remote education across this academic year, including for pupils who are abroad, and facing 
challenges to return due to Covid-19 travel restrictions, for the period they are abroad”. 
 

Longer-term plans 

 From 24-Mar-22, the Government will remove the Covid-19 provisions within the Statutory Sick Pay and 
Employment and Support Allowance regulations. 

 From 1-Apr-22, the Government will no longer provide free to order universal symptomatic and asymptomatic 
testing for the general public in England. The Government will update guidance on the steps that people with 
Covid-19 should take to minimise contact with other people accordingly. 
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