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TOP CREDIT STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Safeguarding
 

If you have a safeguarding concern please call the school

Reception in the first instance and ask for the Designated

Safeguarding Lead, Jack Truan or a member of the

safeguarding team.  If it is out of school  hours please contact

the safeguarding email address
 

haggerstonsafeguarding@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

Regular communication with parents/carers is important to us at

Haggerston School. It is vital that the school office holds updated

and current contact information in order that you can receive

important messages from school or in case of a medical and/or

emergency situation.

Please contact the school office to verify your contact details

P: 020 7739 7324    E: haggerstonschool@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

For our latest news and stories,
please follow us on

Showed determination to take a challenging maths puzzle home to complete after

being frustrated by it in lesson.

Fantastic determination arthur!

MATHS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

ARTHUR YERBURY YEAR 9

K'CHIY RAYMOND YEAR 9
great start to the term

well done. keep up the good work!

https://www.facebook.com/HaggerstonSchoolHackney/
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
https://twitter.com/haggerstonsch
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/


Dear Parents/Carers

I’d like to share some insights with you this week about our approach to the curriculum. The curriculum is a piece of work that is
never finished. It constantly evolves in response to changing statutory requirements and educational thinking. Over the past four
years here, we’ve been working on carefully considering the key knowledge and skills which a child needs to become an expert in
each subject. That knowledge then needs to be sequenced in such a way that students can build depth of understanding over time
and return to fundamental knowledge again and again to interrupt the cycle of forgetting. This helps them to store key information
in their long term memory. It may sounds straightforward but selecting that critical knowledge and choosing what to leave out, are
subjective and difficult decisions. It's easy to include too much because you want to ensure the curriculum is comprehensive and
broad, but find you sacrifice real understanding and depth in the process of trying to cover more than you can in the time available.
In some subjects, just covering the requirements of the National Curriculum and exam specifications leaves really limited space for
additional content. 

We are really lucky to have Heads of Faculty with excellent subject expertise who have grappled with these complexities to
produce courses of study which are ‘unapologetically ambitious’ (in the words of our Head of English) and which reflect our
commitment to diversity and creativity. It is not as simple as just upping the difficulty level of the work covered. In order to tackle
more complex content, teams sometimes removed units that were good, in order to create the time to do something even better,
something more valuable for students’ mastery of the subject. When Steve Job’s was asked about what had made Apple so
successful, he said: “People think focus means saying yes to the thing you've got to focus on. But that's not what it means at all. It
means saying no to the hundred other good ideas that there are. You have to pick carefully.” In many ways, this describes the
process we have been through, thinking really hard about the best ways to structure the curriculum to ensure students develop
into confident experts in that academic field. When a student starts in Year 7, they are learning the knowledge and skills which will
incrementally lead them to excellence at A Level, should they choose to pursue the subject that far. Every course has been
painstakingly planned backwards from that goal and the steps are outlined in the DPR, which parents can log into and see in real
time how their child is progressing on that journey. It is a powerful learning tool for students and teachers and empowers parents
to know how to help their child and which areas they need more support and practice in.

This year, we want to make the very best use of the extra learning time homework gives to our curriculum by thinking harder about
what we set for students to ensure it is consolidating key knowledge and skills through practice and revision. We know that
homework also builds the characteristics of good learners: self discipline, independence and concentration. In the spirit of Steve
Job’s approach, we are saying ‘no’ to the many different (and sometimes good) ways departments had evolved to set homework so
that we are more consistent in how we set it, simplifying the process for students and helping them (and their parents) to establish
clear routines. This is a response to feedback from some parents and students in last year’s surveys and it makes good sende. From
this year, all homework should be set through the DPR, although there may well be links included to other learning apps or
websites. Students should submit work through the DPR where possible, rather than taking exercise books home. As well as
relieving the heavy weight of books they have to carry, we also feel this will prepare them more effectively for the ways they will
produce and submit work in sixth form, university and ultimately, the workplace . To support with this, every child who does not
have access to a suitable tech device, will be provided with a chromebook. Most students who needed one have already been
provided for last year but Year 7 parents will shortly receive a letter asking about their needs and requirements. All knowledge
organisers are available online, further cutting down the weight of school bags, but also giving students and parents wider access to
these excellent, bespoke resources which we have created to capture the core knowledge students need to know in each year
group. There is a wealth of information about our curriculum on our website for parents who are interested in knowing more.

Have a lovely weekend

Ms Emmerson

MESSAGE FROM THE 
HEADTEACHER
Ms Ciara Emmerson

https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/teaching-learning/our-curriculum/


Dear Parents/Carers

Maths at Haggerston

All students at Haggerston will take GCSE Maths in Y11, where grades from 1-9 can be achieved. Students sit either
the Higher Tier (grades 4-9) or the Foundation Tier (grades 1-5). We currently take GCSE Maths with the Edexcel exam
board, where students will sit 3 papers of 1hr30 each (2 with a calculator, 1 without). The key content examined is
number skills, algebra, ratio/proportion, geometry and measures, probability and statistics. 

The aims of the GCSE in Maths are to enable students to:

- develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts
- acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems
- reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions
- understand, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to the information
and context 

The Maths curriculum throughout KS3 and 4 provides students with an opportunity to practise skills in each of the key
content areas. The way that the curriculum has been designed has been with a focus on mastery, which means that
each class will focus on a particular topic until they are confident within the topic area. This means that different classes
move through the units of work at different speeds depending on the ability of the class. Units of work are planned so
that students have an opportunity to understand the concepts (C), before deliberately practising the topic - fluency (F),
and finally applying this knowledge though problem solving (P) and reasoning questions (R). Students' progress is
assessed regularly by their teacher using short in class tests ("Formative Assessment Tasks"). 

Hegarty Maths is the school's homework platform which enables students to practise further at home. Students are
required to watch a short video and then answer questions on an assigned topic. Tasks are set weekly by teachers,
although students can also use the platform independently as well. Parents can support their child by ensuring that
homework is completed to the best of their child's ability. 

In addition to this, some students also follow a Numeracy curriculum in KS3, and a Functional Maths curriculum at KS4,
to build their fluency. During these lessons, students focus on the fundamentals of number work including place value,
addition and subtraction, ratios, fractions and percentages, often with a focus on "real life" situations. 

Finally, the Maths Faculty has a thriving sixth form provision, in both A-level Maths and A-level Further Maths. Last
year our A Level Maths pupils went on to study at prestigious Universities including Imperial, UCL and Bristol studying
courses such as Physics, Mechanical Engineering, Aerospace Engineering and Civil Engineering.

Have a lovely weekend

Ms Turbet, Associate Headteacher

MESSAGE FROM ASSOCIATE
HEADTEACHER
Ms Hannah Turbet



Key Notices
Letter from Annie Gammon, Director of Education at Hackney

Please find linked a letter sent to all parents from the Director of Education at Hackney, Annie Gammon

https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Booklet-of-instructions-for-students-Jan-2021-.pdf
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/parentscarers/coronavirus-advice-and-guidance/
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021_Haggerston-Main-School-Prospectus.pdf
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/parentscarers/open-events/
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/210914-Letter-to-Secondary-Settings-Universal-Roll-Out-Vaccination-for-12-15-year-olds-14-September-2021.pdf
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/210914-Letter-to-Secondary-Settings-Universal-Roll-Out-Vaccination-for-12-15-year-olds-14-September-2021.pdf


Upcoming Events: week beginning 20th September 2021
Assembly Theme: Resilience

Head of Year Contact Details
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

Year 10
Year 11

Sixth Form

polina.andreeva@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk
tom.ritchie@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

cherrelle.bryan@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk
jonathan.wadsworth@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

nadia.owusuanning@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

sarah.vale@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

Please contact your child’s Head of Year if you have concerns about their
school work or wellbeing.

Monday
 

Mental Health
Champions Lunch

Tuesday
 

School Photos for
Y7, Y10, Y12 and
Mid-term transfer

students

Wednesday
 
 

Thursday
 
 

Friday
 
 

To find out more about Career, Apprenticeship and University opportunities please visit our Careers Bulletin Webpage

The National Careers Service
Provides information, advice and guidance to help make decisions
on learning, training and work. The website includes over 800
different job profiles https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/

UCAS
Explore your options, apply to university, and more
https://www.ucas.com/ 

Find an apprenticeship
This government run service allows you to browse through and
apply to available apprenticeships https://www.gov.uk/apply-
apprenticeship 

icould
Real-life career videos, advice and information to inspire your
career https://icould.com/

Careermap
To view the latest issues of Careermap’s Careermag for school
leavers, click here
To receive a copy of future Careermag for School Leavers, follow
this link: https://careermap.co.uk/subscribe-to-careermag/

https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/personal-development/student-careers-education/careers-bulletin/
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/personal-development/student-careers-education/careers-bulletin/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/personal-development/student-careers-education/careers-bulletin/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://icould.com/
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SBT2265CareermagIssue16v4.pdf
https://careermap.co.uk/subscribe-to-careermag/


School Library

LIBRA
RY

T V  T I M E  -  T U R N  O N  T H E

S U B T I T L E S ! !  T U R N I N G  O N

T H E  S U B T I T L E S  M E A N S

Y O U R  C H I L D  W I L L  R E A D

T H O U S A N D S  M O R E

W O R D S  A  D A Y  T H A N

T H E Y  W O U L D

O R D I N A R I L Y .  T H I S  I S  A

G R E A T  W A Y  T O  I M P R O V E

S P E L L I N G ,  P U N C T U A T I O N

A N D  V O C A B U L A R Y .  S O

G O  A H E A D  A N D  M A K E  T V

T I M E  -  R E A D I N G  T I M E

F R O M  T O D A Y !

https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/our-school/school-library/


Wellbeing and Mental Health

Managing teen anxiety and supporting school attendance
This webinar will provide an overview of what is anxiety and how it presents in teens. It will give some
strategies for how to support your teen with anxiety, and focus especially on how to support and
encourage teens who may feel anxious about starting back at school. This webinar may be helpful for
parents whose children present with worries, or physical health complaints like headaches and tummy
aches, they may be related to underlying anxiety.

Wednesday 13th October
 6-7pm 

Managing anxiety and supporting school attendance for parents of teens with autism diagnosis
This webinar will provide an overview of what is anxiety and how it presents in secondary school aged
young people who have a diagnosis of autism. It will give some strategies for how to support your teen
with anxiety, and focus especially on how to support teens with autism who may feel anxious about
starting back at school. This webinar may be helpful for parents whose children present with worries about
school work, friendships, or covid, or who may present with physical health complaints like headaches and
stomach aches or difficulties sleeping, that may be related to underlying anxiety. It may also be helpful for
parents who are feeling worried themselves, and would like some ideas of how to manage their child’s
difficulties.

Wednesday 13th October
 6-7pm 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/x/managing-teen-anxiety-and-supporting-school-attendance-tickets-169613337057
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/x/managing-anxietysupporting-school-attendance-for-parents-of-autistic-teens-tickets-169614933833


Other Notices

Share the best types of goals to boost motivation;
Show parents how to identify which types of goals their child is currently setting and help them set better goals;
Give parents practical strategies to use at home to motivate their child to study, and sustain that motivation.

We’re excited to announce that parents of Haggerston School have exclusive access to Elevate Education’s Parent
Webinar Series this year. Elevate works with our students, delivering high impact workshops on study skills, motivation,
wellbeing, and exam preparation. By tuning into their webinar series you will learn how to better support your children
at home through reinforcing the skills they learn at school.  
 

How to Get (and Keep) Your Child Motivated
21st September @ 6:00pm

 
Register for free here

In How to Get (and Keep) Your Child Motivated, Elevate will provide you with the tips and tools for how to get (and
keep!) your child motivated, including:

 
The webinar is run live online from 6pm – 7pm where the presenter will share Elevate’s key research and skills, and will
conduct a live Q&A so you can ask them questions directly. A recording of the webinar will also be shared with you so
you can watch it on demand.

Resources
 
 
 
 

Parents as Partners: A collaborative approach to a shared journey 
 

Hackney Education presents ‘’Parents as Partners: A collaborative approach to a shared journey’’ online event. This is
an event to highlight the importance of Hackney Schools, Hackney Education and parents/ carers working together
even better.
 
We welcome all parents in Hackney, particularly those from the Black community, parents of young black men, and
other ethnic communities who may have felt the impact of this past year the hardest.
 
We would like to use this event to speak to parents/ carers and hear your thoughts after a ‘Year Like No Other’ as
cited in a recent IMF report about the impact of COVID and how we can rebuild a better future.
 
At this event expect breakout rooms where you can learn about the work happening in Hackney Education and
Schools/ settings and discuss important topics ranging from the Diverse Curriculum and the Young Black Men project.
 
This event takes place on Thursday, October 7 2021 from 6 – 7:50 pm. Further details including sign up information
will circuited in the coming weeks. Please share details with parents.  
 
Contact: Oyin Olusanya, Marketing Executive

https://go.elevateeducation.com/e/891981/-schools-uk-0Recipient-Company/3dbbh/122852916/Haggerston+School?h=92JcQfbe55zbImtNU2FFCNMp-5Ul0PmNVYX4wrlXNKo
https://www.elevatecoach.co.uk/post/elevate-at-tedx
https://www.elevatecoach.co.uk/post/mis-understanding-motivation
mailto:oyin.olusanya@hackney.gov.uk
mailto:oyin.olusanya@hackney.gov.uk


Other Notices
School Streets Resume for Start of New Academic Year

 
All School Streets in Hackney have resumed in line with the start of the new academic year on Wednesday 1
September 2021. This means that, unless registered for an exemption, vehicles will not be permitted to enter the
School Street zones during the times of operation. Information about restrictions and times of operation can be found
on the Hackney School Streets web page
 
Exemptions
Vehicles registered to residential and business addresses inside a School Street zone are eligible for exemption from
that School Street. Parents/carers and staff are not eligible for exemption, unless they are a Blue Badge holders are
therefore eligible for an exemption. Further details and how to apply can be found here. 
 
Next Steps
Comments via ‘Hackney Commonplace’ have now closed for School Streets launched in Autumn 2020. Feedback will
be evaluated and taken into account when these School Streets are reviewed and make a decision about whether to
make them permanent. Headteachers can contribute testimonials relating to School Streets part of the review process.
 
Parents/carers and staff can continue to have their say here on the School Street schemes which launched in summer
2021 at: Sir Thomas Abney Primary School; Holmleigh Primary School; Springfield Primary School; Woodberry Down
Community Primary School and Skinners Academy; Jubilee Primary School; Simon Marks Jewish Primary School.
 
Contact: sta@hackney.gov.uk 

http://hackney.gov.uk/school-streets
http://hackney.gov.uk/school-streets
http://rebuildingagreenerhackney.commonplace.is/
mailto:sta@hackney.gov.uk
mailto:sta@hackney.gov.uk


Start: Wednesday 01 September 
End: Friday 17 December (Early Closure)
Half Term: Monday 25 - Friday 29 October
Inset Days: Wednesday 01 September 
                    Thursday 02 September  
                    Monday 06 December 

Autumn Term 2021

Key Dates
 

Year 7: 22 March 2022
Year 9 + Options Evening: 22 February 2022
Year 11: 11 January 2022

Parent Evening Dates
 

Year 8: 26 April 2022
Year 10: 03 May 2022
Year 12 & 13: 25 January 2022

Other Key Dates

26 December
Boxing Day

01 January
New Years Day

15 April
Good Friday

17 April
Easter Sunday

18 April
Easter Monday

 02 May
Bank Holiday

02 June : Spring Bank Holiday
03 June : Jubilee Bank Holiday

29 August
Bank Holiday

Start: Tuesday 04 January 
End: Friday 01 April 
Half Term: Monday 14 - Friday 18 February 
Inset Days: Monday 03 January 
                    Monday 21 March 

Spring Term 2022 Summer Term 2022
Start: Tuesday 19 April
End: Wednesday 20 July (Early Closure)
Please note the change to the last day of the academic year

Half Term: Monday 30 May - Friday 03 June

Term Dates 2021/22

Wednesday 01 Sept (Closed to Students) - Inset Day 
Thursday 02 Sept (Closed to Students) - Inset Day
Friday 03 Sept : Year 7 Induction Day
Monday 06 Sept : Years 7, 11 and 12 Only
Tuesday 07 Sept : All Students Return 

(8.30am arrival ready for line-up)

Start of Term Arrangements


