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Weekly news from the Haggerston School Community

CREATIVE ARTS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Safeguarding
 

If you have a safeguarding concern please call the school

Reception in the first instance and ask for the Designated

Safeguarding Lead, Jack Truan or a member of the

safeguarding team.  If it is out of school  hours please contact

the safeguarding email address
 

haggerstonsafeguarding@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

Regular communication with parents/carers is important to us at

Haggerston School. It is vital that the school office holds updated

and current contact information in order that you can receive

important messages from school or in case of a medical and/or

emergency situation.

Please contact the school office to verify your contact details

P: 020 7739 7324    E: haggerstonschool@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

For our latest news and stories,
please follow us on

Chris has been very enthusiastic in my classes so far, has an awareness of when he

needs help with the confidence to ask. When answering questions he applies the

mathematical concepts he has been taught. 

well done Chris!

MATHS STUDENT OF THE WEEK

CHRIS MANDUNGU YEAR 7

RIMIE CHOWDURY YEAR 11
For Food and Nutrition

Rimie has made an excellent start to year 11 in the NEA and theory lessons, 

great participation to class discussions and focus on tasks.

well done. keep up the good work!

https://www.facebook.com/HaggerstonSchoolHackney/
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
https://twitter.com/haggerstonsch
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/


Reconsidered the best way to assess students’ starting points when they arrive at the school without ‘overtesting’. 

Taken a more bespoke approach to groupings based on what works best for each subject. In Creative Arts and Humanities,
students are taught in mixed attainment groups. In core subjects, there is a tailored approach, depending on the teaching and
curriculum design of each subject (See table below). By the time students embark on GCSEs in year 10, they are either in
attainment groups or option groups across their GCSE subjects. 

Dear Parents/Carers

It has been great to welcome all students back this week, looking smart in new uniforms and with pristine pencil cases! Also, to see
children having breakfast in the canteen in the morning, a full library at break and lunchtime and students playing basketball and
table tennis on the new courts and tables. We are tentatively planning for some trips this term; these steps back to normality really
matter to all of us.

However, we have gained from some of the experiences of the last two years and one notable way has been our careful reflections
on how we group students in different subjects. The lack of SATs data for students coming into Year 7 was the main trigger for
these discussions since successful setting (attainment grouping) really does depend on reliable baseline data on prior achievement.
In response, we have done a combination of things: 

1.

1.

Key Stage Three Groupings- core subjects:

We made these changes last year in recognition that lockdown had created unique difficulties in accurately assessing students'
knowledge but also because of the different experiences of students during home learning. We were conscious not to exacerbate
disparities between students and strongly believed that what students needed was skilful teaching of a well crafted curriculum and
lots of confidence building. Students can be very fixated on which set they are in and this can be deterministic in itself. 

The Education Endowment Fund has conducted very comprehensive research into setting and found that students make slightly
better progress in mixed ability groups than in sets (Research findings here.) However, the impact is quite small either way and the
way setting is done matters. This has allowed us to design a more nuanced approach for Maths and Science, where curriculum
content does need more tailoring. Interestingly, this subject tends to be quite contentious in the education world and is one which
most parents have a firm view on but it is important to remember that it has less impact than we might think. Great teaching, pupil
attendance and engagement are the main drivers of progress but we see the value in marginal gains here and we wanted to make
sure we were getting this right.

MESSAGE FROM THE
HEADTEACHER
Ms Ciara Emmerson

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/setting-or-streaming/?utm_source=site&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=ability%20grouping
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/setting-or-streaming/?utm_source=site&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=ability%20grouping


MESSAGE FROM THE
HEADTEACHER
Ms Ciara Emmerson

So what has the outcome been? We observed that having more mixed groupings had a really positive impact on the confidence of
many students and consequently their motivation. So much so, that this year we have gone one step further and changed the
names of classes from numerical labels to words which relate to the different subject areas (eg. 7 pythagoras) because we wanted
to further de-emphasise the ability level of the group and focus instead on excellence for all children and building students’ self
belief. 

It is too early to gather meaningful assessment data to evaluate its impact on learning and progress but we will be doing that this
year and I will, of course, let you know our conclusions.

Have a lovely weekend and thank you for getting your children ready for a strong start to the term.

Kind regards
Ciara Emmerson

FAQ Covid Changes for the Autumn Term

https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/FAQs-Covid-Changes-for-Autumn-2021-Parents.pdf


Key Notices
Parent Governor Elections - Results
We are delighted to announce that, following our recent parent governor election, Nyadoy (Doy) Owino-Townsend has
been voted our new Parent Governor at Haggerston School. Thank you to everyone who took part.
A message from your new parent governor:

Firstly, thank you to all those who voted in the ballot to elect a parent governor. I’m extremely 
honoured to have been elected and look forward to supporting the board of governors and staff 
in continuing to make Haggerston a school in which our children thrive. 
Best wishes
Doy

Uniform
Dear Parents / Carers,
We are very pleased to see the children present themselves to school in the correct uniform. A few children
did need clarification with respect to the requirement to wear a tie. If a child, irrespective of gender, chooses to
wear a shirt with a top button they must wear a tie. If a child, irrespective of gender, chooses to wear a shirt
without a top button (the revere collar) they do not have to wear a tie. I will also take this opportunity to clarify
that the trousers should not be black or grey. The approved trousers are in stock at the Uniform Shop which
can be found on 31 Broadway Market, alternatively the Parent Teachers Association have some second hand
uniforms. You can contact the PTA by emailing ptahaggerston@gmail.com. 

Equipment
The children need the right tools to be effective learners. Some children have been missing some pieces of
equipment this week. This can often be a result of students rushing in the morning and not having packed their
bags the night before. This is particularly true of the older students during their teenage years. To ensure your
child is ready to learn when they get to school, and avoid the correction that results from not being properly
equipped, you can look at the equipment requirements on the website and check with your child the night
before when they pack their school bag. This year we will be checking that students have a reading book with
them everyday. Research has shown that reading increases students' ability to access the curriculum and
therefore gives the child more of an opportunity to delve deeper into the subject, ultimately achieving higher
examination grades. Please ensure your child has a reading book that challenges them. Our school library, and
local libraries, are a great source of such books.
Kind regards, Mr John

https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Booklet-of-instructions-for-students-Jan-2021-.pdf
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/parentscarers/coronavirus-advice-and-guidance/
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/2021_Haggerston-Main-School-Prospectus.pdf
mailto:ptahaggerston@gmail.com


Key Notices

The Hub - Breakfast Service Resumes
We are delighted to announce that we are able to resume our student breakfast service which open at 7.30am each morning.

Cereal with milk and porridge are available to all student free of charge; all other breakfast items can be purchased.

Please view the full Breakfast Menu

Sixth Form - Protected Learning
Dear parents/ carers,
6th form teachers can now refer students to Protected Learning (PL) sessions every Thursday 3:30pm-6pm in B117. These sessions
are designed for students who need to complete work, consolidate their learning or practice exam sessions and students will be
supported by members of the Sixth Form team. 
Students can also elect to join themselves should they wish. Texts will be sent home to parents/ carers every Wednesday evening
informing them of their child's attendance.
Please do not hesitate to contact Ms Vale if you any questions regarding the PL sessions.

Thank you, Ms Vale

Home/School Positive Partnership
Dear Parents / Carers,

A positive partnership between school and home is vital to the success of students. Such a relationship is one where both parties
communicate with one another. As a school we will endeavour to communicate concerns and success in a timely manner: You will no
doubt hear from your child's teachers over the course of the next term. Often we will phone you to let you know the success and
concerns but we sometimes invite you into school for a meeting where a longer conversation can take place. We are aware that you
may not know how we operate within school. To support you in understanding the systems we use here at Haggerston we are going
to release a series of videos on Tuesday 14th September. The videos will cover a range of topics; safeguarding, attendance,
behaviour, curriculum overview and homework to name a few. Naturally there will be an introduction from the Headteacher and the
Head of Year. The series of videos constitutes our Parent Information Evening. Should you have any questions as a result of watching
the videos we will be sending out a form for you to submit those questions. We intend to produce a document of Frequently Asked
Questions shortly afterwards. I hope the videos give you a good understanding of the way we do things at Haggerston. 

I wish you and your families a restful weekend.
Kind regards,
Mr John
Assistant Headteacher

Letter from Hackney's Director of Education Annie Gammon regarding Covid-19 Vaccinations for Children
and Young People

Parents Evening
Dear Parents / Carers,
We all learned new things during the pandemic, one of these things was the power of technology; video conferencing
being a great example of this. Whilst 'zoom fatigue' can be exhausting, the time saved in travelling is invaluable. Last year
we started using video conferencing software to conduct our parents' evenings. We learned a lot from this process,
including how to refine and improve it. We are planning the parent evenings for this academic year and would like your
input. To help make the decision as to how we conduct our parents evenings please complete the survey (link to survey). 

Kind regards, Mr John

https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Breakfast-menu-standard-secondary-HALAL.pdf
mailto:sarah.vale@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/210827-Letter-to-Schools-Covid-19-Vaccination-for-Children-Young-People-27-August-2021.pdf
https://forms.gle/m2UJELZSUYFDY5SC6


Upcoming Events: week beginning 13th September 2021
Assembly Theme: HOY: Year Motto or Work Hard, Be Nice

Head of Year Contact Details
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

Year 10
Year 11

Sixth Form

polina.andreeva@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk
tom.ritchie@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

cherrelle.bryan@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk
jonathan.wadsworth@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

nadia.owusuanning@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

sarah.vale@haggerston.hackney.sch.uk

Please contact your child’s Head of Year if you have concerns about their
school work or wellbeing.

Monday
 
 

Tuesday
 

Parent Information
Evening 

For all year groups
Held Remotely

5-7pm

Wednesday
 
 

Thursday
 

6th Form Protected
Learning Sessions

3.30pm

Friday
 
 

To find out more about Career, Apprenticeship and University opportunities please visit our Careers Bulletin Webpage

The National Careers Service
Provides information, advice and guidance to help make decisions
on learning, training and work. The website includes over 800
different job profiles https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/

UCAS
Explore your options, apply to university, and more
https://www.ucas.com/ 

Find an apprenticeship
This government run service allows you to browse through and
apply to available apprenticeships https://www.gov.uk/apply-
apprenticeship 

icould
Real-life career videos, advice and information to inspire your
career https://icould.com/

Careermap
To view the latest issues of Careermap’s Careermag for school
leavers, click here
To receive a copy of future Careermag for School Leavers, follow
this link: https://careermap.co.uk/subscribe-to-careermag/

https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/personal-development/student-careers-education/careers-bulletin/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
http://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/personal-development/student-careers-education/careers-bulletin/
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://icould.com/
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SBT2265CareermagIssue16v4.pdf
https://careermap.co.uk/subscribe-to-careermag/


School Library

LIBRA
RY

A S  P A R E N T S  O F  S T U D E N T S

O F  H A G G E R S T O N  S C H O O L ,

P L E A S E  E N C O U R A G E  Y O U R

C H I L D  T O  L O G  I N T O  T H E

L I B R A R Y  C A T A L O G U E

( A C C E S S  I T )  A N D  H E L P  T H E M

S E A R C H / R E S E R V E  B O O K S

T H E Y  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  R E A D .  

T H E  R E A D I N G  J O U R N E Y  O F

Y O U R  C H I L D  B E G I N S  W I T H

T H E I R  E X P E R T I S E  I N

F I N D I N G  T H E  R I G H T  B O O K

T O  R E A D .  Y O U  C A N  C H E C K

T H E  L I B R A R Y  C A T A L O G U E

F R O M  T H E  S C H O O L  L I B R A R Y

W E B P A G E  O R  F R O M  R M

U N I F Y  P A G E .  

https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/our-school/school-library/
https://uk.accessit.online/hgg00/#!dashboard
https://uk.accessit.online/hgg00/#!dashboard
https://uk.accessit.online/hgg00/#!dashboard
https://haggerston.hackney.sch.uk/our-school/school-library/


Other Notices

Year 7s First Assembly



Other Notices
Parents as Partners: A collaborative approach to a shared journey - Thursday 7 October

Hackney Education presents ‘’Parents as Partners: A collaborative approach to a shared journey’’ online event. This is an event to
highlight the importance of Hackney Schools, Hackney Education and parents/ carers working together even better.
 
We welcome all parents in Hackney, particularly those from the Black community, parents of young black men, and other ethnic
communities who may have felt the impact of this past year the hardest.
 
We would like to use this event to speak to parents/ carers and hear your thoughts after a ‘Year Like No Other’ as cited in a
recent IMF report about the impact of COVID and how we can rebuild a better future.
 
At this event expect breakout rooms where you can learn about the work happening in Hackney Education and Schools/ settings
and discuss important topics ranging from the Diverse Curriculum and the Young Black Men project.
 
This event takes place on Thursday, October 7 2021 from 6 – 7:50 pm. Further details including sign up information will
circulated in the coming weeks. Please share details with parents.  
 
Contact: Oyin Olusanya, Marketing Executive

mailto:oyin.olusanya@hackney.gov.uk


Start: Wednesday 01 September 
End: Friday 17 December (Early Closure)
Half Term: Monday 25 - Friday 29 October
Inset Days: Wednesday 01 September 
                    Thursday 02 September  
                    Monday 06 December 

Autumn Term 2021

Key Dates
 

Year 7: 22 March 2022
Year 9 + Options Evening: 22 February 2022
Year 11: 11 January 2022

Parent Evening Dates
 

Year 8: 26 April 2022
Year 10: 03 May 2022
Year 12 & 13: 25 January 2022

Other Key Dates

26 December
Boxing Day

01 January
New Years Day

15 April
Good Friday

17 April
Easter Sunday

18 April
Easter Monday

 02 May
Bank Holiday

02 June : Spring Bank Holiday
03 June : Jubilee Bank Holiday

29 August
Bank Holiday

Start: Tuesday 04 January 
End: Friday 01 April 
Half Term: Monday 14 - Friday 18 February 
Inset Days: Monday 03 January 
                    Monday 21 March 

Spring Term 2022 Summer Term 2022
Start: Tuesday 19 April
End: Wednesday 20 July (Early Closure)
Please note the change to the last day of the academic year

Half Term: Monday 30 May - Friday 03 June

Term Dates 2021/22

Wednesday 01 Sept (Closed to Students) - Inset Day 
Thursday 02 Sept (Closed to Students) - Inset Day
Friday 03 Sept : Year 7 Induction Day
Monday 06 Sept : Years 7, 11 and 12 Only
Tuesday 07 Sept : All Students Return 

(8.30am arrival ready for line-up)

Start of Term Arrangements


